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Mission
• To foster collaboration among Federal agencies that produce or use 

statistical data on the older population

• To improve aging-related data by encouraging cooperation and 
information sharing among agencies, furthering professional 
collaboration across disciplines, and compiling aging-related statistics in a 
centralized location

Composition
16 Federal agencies

Established in 1986 by the National Institute on Aging in cooperation with the 

National Center for Health Statistics and Census
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 41 indicators across 6 domains
o Population
o Economics
o Health Status
o Health Risks and Behaviors
o Health Care
o Environment

 Special Feature
o Informal Caregiving 
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Population



Number of Older Americans

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau, 1900 to 1940, 1970, and 1980, U.S. Census Bureau, 1983, Table 42; 1950, U.S. Census Bureau, 1953, Table 38; 1960, U.S. Census Bureau, 1964, Table 155; 1990, U.S. Census Bureau, 1991, 1990 Summary Table File; 2000, U.S. Census Bureau, 
2001, Census 2000 Summary File 1; U.S. Census Bureau, Table 1: Intercensal Estimates of the Resident Population by Sex and Age for the U.S.: April 1, 2000, to July 1, 2010 (US-EST00INT-01); U.S. Census Bureau, 2011. 2010 Census Summary File 1; U.S. Census Bureau, 
Annual Estimates of the Resident Population for Selected Age Groups by Sex for the United States, States, Counties, and Puerto Rico Commonwealth and Municipios: April 1, 2010, to July 1, 2014 (PEPAGESEX); U.S. Census Bureau, Table 3: Projections of the Population 
by Sex and Selected Age Groups for the United States: 2015 to 2060 (NP2014-T3).



Educational Attainment

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supplement.



Living Arrangements

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supplement.



Economics



Income

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supplement.



Sources of Income

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supplement.



Total Expenditures

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Consumer Expenditure Survey.



Health Status



Life Expectancy

SOURCE: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics, National Vital Statistics System.



Mortality

SOURCE: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics, National Vital Statistics System.



Chronic Health Conditions

SOURCE: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics, National Health Interview Survey.



Oral Health

SOURCE: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics, National Health Interview Survey.



Dementia

SOURCE: National Health and Aging Trends Study.



Functional Limitations

SOURCE: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics, National Health Interview Survey.



Health Risks and Behaviors



Diet Quality

SOURCE: Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, National Center for 
Health Statistics, National Health and 
Nutrition Examination Survey, and U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Center for 
Nutrition Policy and Promotion, and 
National Cancer Institute Healthy 
Eating Index-2010.



Physical Activity

SOURCE: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics, National Health Interview Survey.



Obesity

SOURCE: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics, National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey.



Health Care



Health Care Expenditures

SOURCE: Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, Medicare Current Beneficiary Survey, Cost and Use.



Health Care Expenditures (continued)

SOURCE: Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, Medicare Current Beneficiary Survey, Cost and Use.



Residential Services

SOURCE: Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, Medicare Current Beneficiary Survey, Access to Care.



Long-Term Care Providers

SOURCE: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics, National Study of Long-Term Care Providers.



Environment



Use of Time

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, American Time Use Survey.



Use of Time (continued)

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, American Time Use Survey.
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