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Questions

• Are cancers and other NCDs a crisis in low-
and middle-income countries? 

• The United States interest in addressing 
that crisis

• What is the practical, cost-effective role for 
collective action? in it?



Are NCDs an emerging crisis in low-
and middle-income countries?



Causes of  NCD deaths in LMICs





Bollyky & Andridge, Cancer Control (2015)



Proportion of  NCD Death & 

Disability that Arises under 60



Worse Outcomes



Not Merely a Byproduct of  Success 

& Unhealthy Lifestyles



Bollyky et al., Health Affairs (2015)
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Source: The Gapminder Foundation
Source: Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation, Global 

Health Spending Database (2013).



Source: United Nations, World

Urbanization Prospects (2014)



Top Health Risks in LMICs



The Case for Greater 

Engagement on NCDs



Current US Engagement on NCDs

• No dedicated programs or budget

• Small scale & ad hoc efforts to integrate objectives 

into existing US global health programs 

• $10.8 million spent in 2013

• Other bilateral donor investments on NCDs similar





US FY13 Global Health Budget



Health Burden in U.S. Priority Countries



Change in NCD DALYs, 1990-2010











Economic Interests

• Investments to address NCDs support economic development 

and trade

Low- and middle-income countries have represented roughly half  of  

global growth since the 2008 financial crisis.

• Investments to address NCDs are means of  building fruitful 

partnership with allies and rising powers



Proportion of  DALYs due to 

NCDs by Age





Source: Bloom et al., World Economic Forum (2011)



Potential Strategies for 

U.S. Engagement



Strategies

• Challenges where interventions exist & can leverage existing 
infrastructure

Tobacco

HPV vaccine & screening

Hepatitis B vaccine

• Challenges where interventions exist but require adaptation for low 
resource setting

Breast, stomach cancers, leukemia, children’s cancers

• Shared challenges where cooperation between developed & 
developing countries and with private sector could help
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