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Population of 
6.5M growing at 
2.2% annually

GDP per Capita 
$2878 in 2014

Challenges:
Å insufficient water, oil 

and other natural 
resources

ÅPoverty/Unemploymen
t

Å Inflation
ÅRefugees 

Largely Urban 
Population (83%)



Young Population (2013)

Jordan Cancer Registry Report



WƻǊŘŀƴΩǎ нлмм /ŀƴŎŜǊ tǊƻŦƛƭŜ

Å6,971 new cases: 67% (4,675) Jordanian

33% (2,296) Non-Jordanian

Jordan Cancer Registry Report



WƻǊŘŀƴΩǎ нлмм /ŀƴŎŜǊ tǊƻŦƛƭŜ

ÅTop 5 cancers among Jordanians:
ïBreast: 952 (20.4%)

ïColorectal: 511 (10.9%)

ïLymphoma: 344 (7.4%)

ïLung: 327 (7.0%)

ïLeukemia: 226 (4.8%)

ÅLeading causes of cancer deaths in Jordanians:
ïLung for males, followed by colorectal,

then brain & CNS, prostate and stomach

ïBreast for females, followed by colorectal, then

brain & CNS, leukemia and Non HodgkinsLymphoma



Top 10 cancers in female account for 67% of cases

JNCR report, 2011



Top 10 cancers in males account for 76% of cases

JNCR report, 2011



NCI-Jordan Agreement



Health Care in Jordan



Exposure to Tobacco Risk

Å71% of males and 21% of females 18 years 
and older reported having smoked in the past 
30 days

ÅSmoking rate of 11.5% among 13-15 year olds

ÅUp to 80% of population is exposed to second-
hand smoke



Breast Cancer Diagnosis per Stage
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3,196 Jordanians randomly selected as a representative 
sample of the country were



Knowledge & Beliefs About Cancer in Jordan

Åbelieve that envy and witchcraft lead to cancer

Åbelieve that exposure to people with cancer 
causes cancer 

ÅNo cure 

cell phones cause cancer (83%)

KAP National Survey, KHIBC Report



Truth Telling campaign 





National Awareness Outreach Program 

ÅTrain the Trainer

ÅUnder served communities

ïRefugee Camps

ïSchools

ÅPartnerships with community organizations 
and Govagencies

ÅProvide access and navigation



Χthey were rightΦ L Ƴǳǎǘ ǎŀȅΧ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ it is a must 
to face the disease in an opened fashion and call it with its TRUE NAME 

ό/ŀƴŎŜǊύΧΦ ¸ŜǎΣ it is called Cancer ΧΦL Ŏŀƭƭ ǳǇƻƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ 
learn about cancer, it is the only way that we can conquer the disease.

~ Ahmad Shaker
AldustourNewspaper May 28, 2005

KHCC was able within the past year to change major misconceptionabout cancer in 

ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΧΦ L Ƴǳǎǘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ  ŎŀƴŎŜǊ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ 

change, and people are more opened about the diseaseΧΦŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ 
ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅΧ

~Ahmad Shaker
AldustourNewspaper November 4th, 2003



Cancer Control Plan
2006-2007

reduce breast cancer morbidity and mortality by down 
staging; shift the current state of diagnosis from its late 

stages (III & IV) to it earliest stages (0, I & II)





Direct Objectives

ÅIncrease public awareness and education 

ÅImprove availability & accessibility of screening 
services across Jordan. 

ÅEstablish national unified protocols and 
guidelines that cover all processes of a 
comprehensive early detection and screening 
program. 

ÅImprove healthcare personnel education and 
training. 

ÅEvaluate the quality (Registration/Data)



Bottom up approach

JBCP annual report



Action Plan

JBCP annual report



October Breast Cancer Awareness Month

JBCP annual report, 2010



Strengthening Breast Health Services

}22 Mammography units across sectors

}2 mobile mammography units in remote/less

privileged areas

}Train radiologists and radiographers



Impact: 2006-2013 (KHCC registry)

Stages of breast cancer in Jordan
based on KHCC experience before JBCP

Stage 0
0.50%

Stage I
6.70%

Stage II
23.70%

Stage III
56.20%

Stage IV
12.90%

Stages of breast cancer in Jordan
based on KHCC experience after JBCP

Stage 0
4.79%

Stage I
8.90%

Stage II
41.32%

Stage III
24.20%

Stage IV
17.35%

3.42% unknownN=550 N=438



Impediments

ÅLack of knowledge

ÅStigmatization

ÅSociety Structure/patriarchal/tribal

ÅSocial restrictions
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ÅGovernance


