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Challenges in Reaching Community Practitioners 

Three Questions to be Addressed... 
 

1. Current perspectives of the practicing 
generalist physician regarding the clinical 
usefulness (? relevance) of genetics? 

2. Current successful strategies the AAFP has 
used to equip the practicing family 
physician? 

3. How to get the generalist clinician 
community to embrace a new resource for 
genetics information? 
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Motivation for the practicing community to 
embrace and utilize… 
 

• Directly benefits the patients they see frequently 
• Simple/straightforward application 
• Reduces practice costs/saves time 
• Reduces professional liability risks/costs 
• Helps secure privileging 
• Learning is part of a MOC requirement 
• Get paid ($$) for including it 

 

Provide Information         Practice integration 



The Promise 
• Personalized medicine 
• Pharmacogenomics 
• Genetic risk projections 
• Major impact on common 

ills of society 
• Preventive care/slow the 

onset of disease 
• Targeted care – treatment 

with higher likelihood of 
success 

The Reality 
• Rare disorders 
• Infrequent relevance 
• Oncology focused 
• Market-driven hype driving 

fear and exploitation of the 
public 

• Expense (to patient or 
practice) with little or no 
benefit (no action to be 
taken) 

Challenges in Reaching Community Practitioners 

Current Practice Environment Experience 
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“What has the AAFP done in the realm of CPD 
innovation to equip practicing physicians with 
information and skills that they will embrace 
and use?” 
 

• METRIC (Measuring, Evaluating and Translating 
Research Into Care) Part IV MOC 

• SAMs (Self-Evaluation Modules) with the online Patient 
Simulator 

• “Fast-Track” Board Review with audience response and 
engagement system 

• T2P (Translation to Practice) credit system 
• Use of Social Media to facilitate interaction 
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METRIC – documented impact on patient care 

JCEHP 33(3):155-163, 2013 
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“Unmet need for the practicing generalist?” 
 
• A tool as effective and useful as a 3-generation 

family history... 
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Even the U.S. Surgeon General agrees... 



Challenges in Reaching Community Practitioners 

Characteristics of educational resources of 
interest to the generalist clinician.... 
 

• Deals with issues relevant to daily practice 
• Easy access 

– Website 
– “One-stop shopping” 
– Both physician support and patient education 

• Integration with EHR decision-support 
• Updated frequently to address timely common questions 

from patients 
• Easier than a referral... 
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          AAFP FamilyDoctor.org 



Thank You... 
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