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Hospice and Palliative Care Policy 
Impact and Considerations 
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Hospice workers with Empath Heath’s Suncoast Hospice receive COVID 19 vaccine 
allocated by the Pinellas County Department of Health 
Photo Courtesy of Empath (Spectrum News, Bay News 9)

By Cait McVey
February 5, 2021

Hospice Workers Still Lacking Access to 
Vaccine, Despite Caring for Most Vulnerable

(Hospice News)

By Holly Vossel
March 20, 2020

Protect and Ensure Care for Patients and Families during 
COVID-19 Pandemic
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Vision: Ensure that individuals and families facing serious illness, death, and grief will 
experience the best that humankind can offer.
Support hospice and palliative care providers during a global pandemic

• Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
• Access to patients
• Economic support
• Regulatory flexibilities
• Limit excessive administrative burden

Public Health Emergency declaration
CARES Act

• Section 3706 of the CARES Act to allow telehealth F2F recertification
• Sequestration relief
• Provider Relief Fund (PRF)
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COVID-19 Legislative and Regulatory Activity
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COVID-19 Legislative and Regulatory Activity
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 Provider Relief Fund
• $1 billion to hospice providers 
• Restrictions and reporting requirements (e.g. fundraising and thrift store losses 

are lost revenues attributable to COVID-19)
 Regulatory Flexibilities

• 1135 waivers
• 13 waivers approved for hospice and hospice inpatient facilities

 Paused Routine Audits
 Hospice Care in Nursing Homes
 Testing
 Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021
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Policy Priorities: COVID-19, COVID-19, COVID-19
National Plan
Defense Production Act
Health Equity
Vaccines

• How hospice and palliative care providers can contribute to national efforts
COVID Relief Package
Hospice and palliative care during and beyond the pandemic

• Telehealth
• Health equity
• Community-based palliative care
• Bereavement 
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COVID-19 Response under the Biden Administration and
117th Congress
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Protect and Ensure Care for Patients and Families during 
COVID-19 Pandemic Lessons Learned
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