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Mission

“The Data Curation Network will enable researchers that 
are faced with a growing number of requirements to 
ethically share their research data in ways that make it 
findable, accessible, interoperable and reusable (FAIR).”



What is data 
curation?

Data curators enrich research data 
publications and ensure  the  data 
are  FAIR, by:

● Finding and adding missing 
file s and documentation

● Screening for privacy 
disclosure  risk

● Detecting and fixing code  and 
othe r quality assurance  issues

● Transforming file  formats for 
long te rm access

● Arranging and describing file s
● Reviewing and augmenting 

metadata





Data Curator: Melinda Kernik
Spatial Data Analyst and Curator, Unive rsity of Minnesota Librarie s and U-spatial

● Identified 4 missing file s and 2 
unnecessary file s

● Created folde r organization and 
hie rarchy

● Clarified inconsistent file  naming and 
variable  naming conventions

● Added citations for data reuse  from 
EddMaps and GBIF

● Deve loped a data dictionary for variable  
names



DCN Expert Network



DCN CURATE Steps



DCN Growth and Sustainability 

● Curated 50  data se ts since  
Jan 1, 2019!

● 2 new members in Year 2
● Aim to add two more  in Year 3
● Canada and Dutch groups 

planning stages to launch the ir 
own ne twork

● Exploring fiscal and 
administrative  mode ls to 
support beyond grant
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