
Simple Planning Tool
http://www.southernclimate.org/pages/data-tools

http://www.southernclimate.org/pages/data-tools


City Climate Templates
Project funded by National Academies’ Gulf Research Program (GLISA)

Climate Change in New Orleans, LA

Being a coastal city that is mostly

below sea level, New Orleans is

vulnerable to several climate hazards,

particularly tropical storms (most

famously Hurricane Katrina in 2005)

and sea level rise. New Orleans’ many

high flood risk buildings are protected

by levees that surround the city, which

are increasingly likely to fail as climate

change continues to raise sea levels

and contribute to increasingly powerful

storms.

New Orleans, like the rest of South Louisiana, has experienced some of the largest temperature

increases and rainfall decreases along the Gulf Coast in recent years. Key statistics about recent and

future climate change in New Orleans are given below; see the following pages for further details.

2.4 °F
increase of average

annual temperature

33 days
above 95°F per year

(average)

80 nights
above 75°F per year

(average)

Projected average temperature

changes by season

Winter 6 ± 2 °F

Spring 6 ± 2 °F

Summer 8 ± 1 °F

Fall 9 ± 3 °F

64+ extra days
above 95°F per year

-6.3 in
decrease of average

annual rainfall

5 days
of heavy rainfall

(> 2 in) per year (average)

Projected average rainfall

changes by season

Winter 1 ± 4 in

Spring -1 ± 3 in

Summer 1 ± 5 in

Fall 1 ± 3 in

1 ± 2 extra days
of heavy rainfall per year

Climate Change Along
the Gulf Coast

The Gulf Coast has seen

increased temperatures and

decreased rainfall in heavier

bursts in recent decades, likely

due to human-driven climate

change. The region’s coastal

wetlands and low-lying cit ies

are especially vulnerable to

the challenges presented by

climate change, such as

reduced freshwater supply,

more active hurricane

seasons, and increased tidal

flooding from sea level rise. As

global temperature increases

continue, adapting to these

challenges will be essential for

the sustainability of

communities along the Gulf

Coast. Further details can be

found in the Climate of the Gulf

Coast States report, prepared

by FloodWise Communities.
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