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Porto Alegre Sustainable 
Innovation Zone (ZISPOA) 

Sustainable Innovation Zones 
Combine 6 Key Elements: 

• Innovation and Technology
• Entrepreneurship and Startups
• Sustainability and Resource 

Efficiency
• Creativity and Collaboration
• Participatory Community 

Management
• Business-Friendly Environment

Rio Grande do Sul Leapfrog Economic Strategy:
Most Sustainable and Innovative Place in Latin America by 2030 Map of ZISPOA

Solar Electric Car Charging Station Solar “Tree”
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original GUD website: www.globalurban.org
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Coalition for Sustainable Urbanization, 5-Day Local Government Session

2002 UN World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, South Africa
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TOTAL WORLD POPULATION AND URBAN POPULATION, 1950-2050 (projected)

(Source: UN population data and projections)

(in billions)

2050 projected: World Population 9.7 billion,

Developing Urban 5.6 billion,

Developed Urban 1.1 billion

2000: World Population 6.1 billion,

Developing Urban 2 billion,

Developed Urban 883 million

2020: World Population 7.8 billion,

Developing Urban 3.4 billion,

Developed Urban 1 billion

1950: World Population 2.5 billion,

Developing Urban 305 million,

Developed Urban 446 million

2010: World Population 6.9 billion,

Developing Urban 2.6 billion,

Developed Urban 954 million
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Sustainable Innovation and Inclusive Prosperity:
Economic Development Strategy for

Berkeley, California, 1979-84
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NoMa Metro Station

Financing NoMa Metro Station and Metropolitan Branch Trail (hiking and biking):

Private Sector $35 million, DC Government $44 million,

US Government $31 million



NoMa’s New Fundamental Assets
Sustainable Innovation & Inclusive Prosperity

12

GLOBAL URBAN DEVELOPMENT

• Compact
• High-Density
• Resource-Efficient
• Transit-Oriented
• Mixed-Use
• Walkable
• Bicycle-Friendly
• Recycling Programs

• 31 Green/LEED Buildings
• Renovated Historic Buildings
• Broadband Infrastructure
• Parks and Farmers Market
• Metropolitan Branch Trail
• Smart Growth
• New Urbanism
• Livable Community
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Abandoned buildings and vacant land in NoMa, 1997



14

GLOBAL URBAN DEVELOPMENT

New and renovated commercial and residential buildings in NoMa, 2011 
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Sustainable Innovation Economic Development Strategies generate substantial 
economic and employment growth and sustainable business and community 

development by demonstrating that innovation, efficiency, and conservation in the use 
and reuse of all natural and human resources is the best way to increase jobs, incomes, 

productivity, and competitiveness.

In addition, Sustainable Innovation Economic Development Strategies are the most 
cost-effective method of promoting renewable energy and clean technologies, 

protecting the environment, and preventing harmful impacts from climate change.

Sustainable Innovation and Inclusive Prosperity



The Four Greens

• Green Savings — cutting costs for businesses, families, communities, and 
governments by efficiently using renewable resources and by reducing and reusing 
waste

• Green Opportunities — growing jobs and incomes through business 
development and expanding markets for resource efficiency, sustainability, and 
clean technologies

• Green Talent — investing in fundamental assets such as education, research, 
technological innovation, and modern entrepreneurial and workforce skills, 
because people are now the world’s most vital green economic resource

• Green Places — establishing  sustainable transportation and infrastructure, and 
protecting and enhancing the natural and built environment, to create more 
attractive, livable, healthy, vibrant, prosperous, productive, and resource-efficient 
areas and communities.

GLOBAL URBAN DEVELOPMENT
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Sustainable Economic Development Strategies, 2007-2011

San Jose/Silicon Valley, CA

State of Delaware

San Antonio, TX

Metropolitan Portland,
OR/WA



Sustainable Economic Development Strategy
Sarasota County, Florida, 2010-2011

Mission

To create jobs by positioning 

Sarasota County as a location of 

choice for Clean Tech and Green 

Businesses and Eco-Smart Real 

Estate Development.  

Vision

The Sarasota County region is 

recognized as a premier location 

for starting and growing Clean 

Tech and Green Businesses and 

Eco-Smart Real Estate 

Developments, especially for 

second-career entrepreneurs and 

developers.

Context

•Historical reliance on tourism 

& construction

•New to diversified economic 

development

•Historic perception of an 

unfriendly business climate

•Need for political consensus

•Some good recent progress 

with EDC plan and incentives

Strategic Assumptions

•There is an authentic 

sustainability branding 

opportunity

•It is about attracting 

entrepreneurial talent

•Some catching up to do on 

the basics

•Good assets to build on

•Will require political 

consensus and will

•Have to be in for the long 

haul

Recommendations

1.Initiate a Business 

Development Network

2.Expand the Green Business 

Partnership

3.Establish a Clean Tech 

Support Infrastructure 

4.Launch a Green 

Energy/Resource Recovery 

Park

5.Innovate Eco-Smart 

Development in the EEZ and 

Elsewhere

6.Organize a Green Talent 

Response System

7.Formulate a Communications 

Strategy
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Energy and Climate 
Partnership of the 
Americas (ECPA)

International 
Conference on

Sustainable 
Economic 

Development

Curitiba, Brazil
June 7-8, 2011



20

GLOBAL URBAN DEVELOPMENT

Rio Grande do Sul Leapfrog Economic Strategy: 
Most Sustainable and Innovative Place in Latin America by 2030
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Sustainable Innovation Zones

Combine 6 Key Elements:

• Innovation and Technology

• Entrepreneurship and Startups

• Sustainability and Resource Efficiency

• Creativity and Collaboration

• Participatory Community Management

• Business-Friendly Environment



22

GLOBAL URBAN DEVELOPMENT

Sustainable Innovation Zones as Innovation Ecosystems

4 Distinctions:

• Focus on Sustainability and Resource Efficiency

• Emphasizes Community as Place-Based Experiment

• Adds Sustainability/Social Entrepreneurs and Innovators

• Grassroots Citizen-University-Private Sector Movement
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Map of ZISPOA 
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Paralelo Vivo Sustainable Innovation Hub in ZISPOA, December 15, 2015
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climate march

Porto Alegre Climate March in ZISPOA, November 28, 2015
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garden espaco floresta

Espaço Floresta: ZISPOA-DMLU Community Garden

and Composting Center, July 1, 2016
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Solar Tree at the ZISPOA World Environment Day Festival,

Vila Flores, June 5, 2016
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Promoting Electric Car Sharing at the ZISPOA World 

Environment Day Festival, Vila Flores, June 5, 2016 



“Sustainable Urban Development:
Sustainable Mobility, Green Energy, and

Circular Economy” 

Sweden-Brazil Innovation Week, 

Porto Alegre,

October 20-21, 2016 

GLOBAL URBAN DEVELOPMENT
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ZISPOA Solar-Powered Electric Vehicle Charging Station,

Sweden-Brazil Innovation Week, October 20, 2016
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ZISPOA Bike-Friendly Festival, October 1, 2017  

Sweden-Brazil Innovation Week 
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ZISPOA Bike-Friendly Festival, October 1, 2017  

Sweden-Brazil Innovation Week 
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Engineering students from the Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul (UFRGS) 

conduct research on sustainable management

improvements for the Vila Velô bike shop in ZISPOA
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ZISProf (ZISPOA Faculty Advisers) 
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ZISPOA Solar Post at UFRGS School of Management
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ZISPOA Sustainable Parklet and Paraciclo
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ZISPOA Sustainable Parklet

UN-Habitat Urban Thinkers Campus, December 14-19, 2019
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UN-Habitat Urban Thinkers Campus, ZISPOA, November 10-12, 2017
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Santo Angelo Creative and Sustainable Innovation Zone (ZISSAN) 

Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil
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Panama City Sustainable Innovation Zone (ACTA), Panama 
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Penrith Sustainable Innovation Community (PSIC) 

near Western Sydney University,

New South Wales, Australia 
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new GUD website: www.globalurban.net
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THANKS

marcweiss@globalurban.org
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