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A disclaimer

There isn’t a “Planetary Health 
in the United States.”

It’s truly a global enterprise!



Planetary Health: Standard definition

“the achievement of the highest attainable standard of health, 

wellbeing, and equity worldwide through judicious attention to the 

human systems—political, economic, and social—that shape the 

future of humanity and the Earth’s natural systems that define the 

safe environmental limits within which humanity can flourish. Put 

simply, planetary health is the health of human civilization and the 

state of the natural systems on which it depends”

Whitmee S, Haines A, Beyrer C, Boltz F, Capon AG, de Souza Dias BF, Ezeh A, Frumkin H, et al. Safeguarding human 
health in the Anthropocene epoch: report of The Rockefeller Foundation–Lancet Commission on planetary health. 
The Lancet. 2015;386(10007):1973-2028.  doi: 10.1016/S0140-6736(15)60901-1.
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What is Planetary Health?

 An aspirational state:  “the health of human civilisation and the state 

of the natural systems on which it depends.” 

 A scientific framework:  The fusion of biomedical sciences with 

physical, environmental, and social sciences, based on systems 

approaches, to investigate health threats of global environmental 

change and to discover and document solutions.

 An emerging scientific field:  A transdisciplinary research enterprise 

based at universities, research institutes, and government agencies.

 A “movement”:  A growing science-informed movement among 

members of the public and decision-makers, who recognize existential 

threats to humanity from the disruption of earth systems and demand 

practical, evidence-based solutions. 
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Institutional growth of Planetary Health in the US







U.S.-based organizational members of Planetary 
Health Alliance (of 125)

Organizations:

• American Geophysical Union

• American Public Health Association

• California Academy of Sciences

• Conservation International

• EcoAmerica

• EcoHealth Alliance

• Health Care Without Harm

• Malaria No More

• Population Reference Bureau

• Project Drawdown

• United Nations Foundation

• US Fish and Wildlife Service

• World Wildlife Fund

Universities (or units of):

• Columbia

• Cornell

• Dartmouth

• Duke

• Emory

• George Mason

• Harvard

• Haverford

• Oregon State U

• Stanford

• Stony Brook U

• Tufts

• U of Minnesota

• U of Vermont

• Yale



Planetary Health citations, Web of Science, 2014-22
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Media mentions of “planetary health,” non-US and US,  
2015-22

Source: Nicky Christensen, Communications Manager, Planetary 
Health Alliance. Personal communication,  June 2023.
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Equity

• Across socioeconomic, racial, and ethnic groups

• Across gender

• Across generations

• Across species

• The importance of Indigenous perspectives
• Traditional Ecological Knowledge

• “The health of the land and Peoples are 
synonymous, nurtured through relationships 
with the physical and social environments…”

UN Economic and Social Council, Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.  Indigenous 
determinants of health in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  April, 2023.  
https://www.nihb.org/resources/IDH%20UNPFII%20Report%20-%202023.pdf. 

https://www.nihb.org/resources/IDH%20UNPFII%20Report%20-%202023.pdf


Equity
• The importance of Indigenous voices 

and perspectives
• Traditional Ecological Knowledge
• “The health of the land and Peoples are 

synonymous, nurtured through 
relationships with the physical and social 
environments…”



Institutional challenges

• Siloing in

• Academia

• Government

• Funding institutions

• Incentives in academia



Planetary Health citations, Web of Science, 2014-22: 
Funding agency
N=1,983

8.9% 
from NIH 
and CDC

2.7% from NSF 0.7% from USEPA

0.6% 
from 

USEPA



Under-researched Planetary Health topics

• Mental health

• Migration

• Food systems

• Healthy built environment design

• Policy
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Thank you!
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