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What 
should a 
planetary 
health 
workforce 
know?



What are Priorities Areas?

• Provide link for 8 billion and counting 

• List the 4 priorities

• Infectious Diseases

• Extreme Heat

• Food and Water 

Security

• Poor Air Quality



Who should the planetary health 
workforce serve?

Planetary Health 

Climate Change

EH Threats

Community

Disparities



planetary health workforce development integration

Science

Policy Practice
Implementation

Monitoring

Planetary 

Health



Strategic Elements 
for Planetary Health Workforce Development

Element 1

Monitor 
workforce 

composition

Element 2

Identify 
competencies/

define 
curriculum 

Element 3

Design integrated 
learning system

Element 4

Use incentives 
to assure 

competency

Element 5

Conduct 
evaluation and 

research

Element 6

Assure 
financial 
support



An example: Integrating Climate and 

Health in Medical Sciences Curricula

● Take a Climate and Health history: http://www.gulfcoastenvironmentalhealth.com/cont-ed

● Convene Climate and Health grand rounds

● Integrate climate and health in clinical vulnerability assessments

● Develop transdisciplinary rotations

● Create climate medicine fellowships

● Develop and validate Climate and Health competencies

● Make Climate and Health an accreditation requirement

http://www.gulfcoastenvironmentalhealth.com/cont-ed


Highest Priorities: 
Next Steps to Sustainability and Planetary 

Health Workforce Development

• Integrate an existing curricula

• Create learning opportunities across existing disciplines

• Create a new transdisciplinary cadre

• Joint degree programs

• “roving” residencies

• Collaborative research training grants
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