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IT STARTS WITH THE MISSION AND VISION STATEMENTS

• FROM THE MISSION: The mission of Salish 
Kootenai College is to provide quality post-
secondary educational opportunities and 
support for Native Americans, locally and from 
throughout the United States, to achieve their 
academic and career goals.

• FROM THE VISION: The college will empower 
students to improve the lives of their 
families and communities through research, 
leadership and service.
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A clear need in workforce preparation

• Tribes manage over 18 million acres 
”commercial forest” & 40 million 
woodlands

• In 1991, only 22% of BIA/Tribal foresters 
were Native. By 2013, increased to almost 
50%

• SKC has an average of 40 Native forestry 
majors and also offers Bachelor's degrees 
in Hydrology (15-20 students) and Wildlife 
and Fisheries (40 + students)

• This means that SKC has approximately 
40% or more of all Native forestry and 
wildlife students in the country at any 
given time

• Partnerships are key

• Alumn making a difference



Student preparation for success

• Small faculty that teaches and 
advises

• Average faculty member 
teaches 3-4 courses a quarter 
(10-12 classes a year)

• Many of our students suffer 
from “poor academic self 
esteem”- mentoring essential

• Work closely with math 
department, life sciences and 
others to ensure student 
success- applied examples

• Small classes, lots of hands-on 
and field time and accessible 
tribal lands
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Keys to success

• Internships critical

• Alumni input on critical skills

• NRD created and maintains GIS 
coursework for SKC

• Drones, R both emerging needs 
leading to new courses

• Amazing opportunities to teach 
science hand in hand with cultural 
practices

• Students from different tribes 
share perspective and teach 
eachnother
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Research

• Undergraduate- senior thesis 
requirement

• Grant writing and research 
an “additional duty” for most 
faculty

• Online journal access a 
limiting factor

• Capacity issue- even with 
new acces to Capacity funds

• New MNR at SKC will create 
new opportunities
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