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L O C AT I O N  D ATA  I S  P O W E R F U L
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L O C AT I O N  D ATA  T E L L S  
A B O U T  C O M M U N I T I E S

• Location data implicates third parties


• Individual consent is not sufficient for 
collection/use of location data


• Bystanders can’t “opt out” 


• Ignores differential risk due to 
status hierarchies 


• A focus on individual consent 
undermines community power
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G I V E N  T H E  P E R VA S I V E N E S S ,  P E R S I S T E N C E ,  A N D  G R A N U L A R I T Y  
O F  L O C AT I O N  D ATA ,  O U R  D E F I N I T I O N  M U S T  B E  BROAD

W H AT  I S  A  “ L O C AT I O N  D ATA  C O M M U N I T Y ” ?
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F E AT U R E S  O F  L O C AT I O N  
D ATA  C O M M U N I T I E S

• May or may not be formally organized 


• Community membership:


• may be visible or invisible


• may be chosen or imposed 


• Often highly intersectional


• May or may not include folks from a 
protected class or who have been 
stigmatized and/or marginalized
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E X A M P L E S
L O C AT I O N  D ATA  C O M M U N I T Y
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F O L K S  W H O  W H O  S H A R E  A N  “ AT T R I B U T E ”  T H AT  
I M PA C T S  T H E I R  L O C AT I O N  C H O I C E  O R  
P L A C E M E N T  
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F O L K S  W H O  S H A R E  D I G I TA L  AT T R I B U T E S /
I D E N T I T I E S  T H AT  M AY  I M PA C T  T H E I R  L O C AT I O N  
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Photo by Amelia Holowaty Krales / The Verge



H O W  D O  W E  E N G A G E  L O C AT I O N  
D ATA  C O M M U N I T I E S ?



B U I L D I N G  S O C I A L  
L I C E N S E  F O R  L O C AT I O N  
D ATA  C O L L E C T I O N / U S E

• Dispense with the theater of 
anonymity/data neutrality 


• Develop and test templates for 
meaningful bidirectional/
multidirectional governance of 
location data collection and use


•  Use these inputs to inform targeted, 
specific policy recommendations 
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B U I L D I N G  T H E  S O C I A L  
L I C E N S E  F O R  L O C AT I O N  
D ATA

• Dispense with the theater of 
anonymity/data neutrality 


• Develop and test templates for 
meaningful bidirectional/
multidirectional governance of 
location data collection and use


•  Use these inputs to inform targeted, 
specific policy recommendations 
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E X T R A  S L I D E S



L O C AT I O N  D ATA  T E L L S  
A B O U T  C O M M U N I T I E S

• Location data implicates third parties 
& bystanders can’t “opt out”


• Individual consent is not sufficient for 
collection/use of location data


• Ignores differential risk due to 
status hierarchies 


• Fractionation through a focus on 
individual consent undermines 
community power
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