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A Policy Analysis for the Integration of Primary Care, Public Health, and 
Community-Based Organizations in Public Health Emergencies
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Background and Purpose
• The uniquely fragmented healthcare system of the United States is currently unable to adequately 

respond in a national emergency.
• Building on previous work Integrating Primary Care and Public Health to Save Lives and Improve Practice 

During Public Health Crises: Lessons from COVID-19) better integration of primary care (PC), public 
health (PH), and community-based organizations (CBOs) could have eased the burden 
on overstretched PH personnel and significantly leveraged PC’s trusted position and reach to 
amplify PH messaging. 

• Transformational change is needed to methodically break down barriers to integration such as payment 
incentives, that exist among PC, PH, and CBOs to correct misalignment across systems. 

• Payment reform and funding, Data interoperability and sharing and PC PH CBO workforce development are 
key domains to change.

• Funded by the Commonwealth Fund
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https://centerforhealthsecurity.org/sites/default/files/2023-02/211214-primaryhealthcare-publichealthcovidreport.pdf
https://centerforhealthsecurity.org/sites/default/files/2023-02/211214-primaryhealthcare-publichealthcovidreport.pdf
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Meeting Objectives

1)Brief group on the research team’s findings.
2)Confirm that our domains are correct.
3)Identify gaps in research.
4)Consider proposed recommendations considering the current 

legislative environment. 
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Nurse Staffing Crises
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