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Advancing Public Education at 
Scale

Our Mission

02 Bring lens of equity to ensure every 
student has access to high-quality, 
relevant, and modern math & science 
education that’s central to their 
postsecondary & career success

03 Over 30 years of experience, bringing 
deep understanding of how to 
navigate complex educational systems

01 50+ member team works across K–12 
and higher education systems
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Our Work

Equity Centered Impact and Innovation K–12 to College

POLICY

Policies to Support Math 
Pathways of the Future

Advance policies to 
support the 

mathematics pathways 
movement and better 
serve students of color 

and low-income 
students.

PROFESSIONAL 
LEARNING

Impactful Professional 
Development

Provide professional 
learning that centers 

students and bridges gaps 
between 

K–12 and postsecondary.

CURRICULUM

High Quality Math and 
Science Curriculum at 

Scale

Develop and support 
culturally relevant, 

student 
centered, evidence-
based curriculum.
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Overview

02 Dana Center Efforts

03 Other Important Work

01 Background Data
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Top 20 countries in math on 2018 Pisa tests



Polls: math is essential — but innate

Source: Global Strategy Group, 2021















Launch Years: A Collaborative Movement for Change
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Bringing together 
experts, advocates, and 

other leaders from K–12, 
higher education, and 

business and industry—
including 35+ member 

Consensus Panel 

Collaborative Approach Seamless Transition 
through “Launch Years”

Launch Years: Reimagining 
mathematics education 

and updating policies and 
practices from grade 11 

through first year of 
postsecondary 



Work Across Systems
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National
Help Legitimize and 

Build Support 

States
Define State Needs & 

Vision 
Coordinate Efforts

Regional & 
Local

Define Regional Needs & 
Vision 

Coordinate Efforts

Tools & Resources
Open-access tools and resources released on ongoing basis to support 

national, statewide, regional, & local work. 



Initial Focus of On-Site Work
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Washington
Spokane Region

Texas
Central Texas Region

Georgia
Floyd County Region



Work with the Conference Board of Mathematical 
Sciences
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Launch Years Report
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Launch Years: A New Vision for the Transition from High School to 
Postsecondary Mathematics

A wide-ranging report exploring key barriers, opportunities, 
and recommendations for actions we can take to mobilize 
Launch Years work. 

Learn More & Download at: 
UTDanaCenter.org/launch-years



Inform Provide families & communities with relevant information regarding current inequities and 
plans to address them 

Consult Seek input from students, parents/families, and the community to inform solutions to address 
educational inequities. Provide information as to how decisions & plans are made

Involve Promote family participation in school site councils to ensure student, parent, community 
needs are met; Open up clear decision-making channels for participation in crafting solutions

Collaborate Partner directly with parent groups, student groups, and/or community orgs focused on 
educational equity to design and implement solutions; Allow room for change/adjustment

Defer To Foster community ownership of educational equity by co-developing community schools that 
serve as hubs for a holistic approach to educational success & community well-being





















Elisha Smith Arrillaga
elisha.smitharrillaga@austin.utexas.edu

@ESArrillaga
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To Learn More…

UTDanaCenter.org Facebook.com/utdanacenter

Twitter.com/utdanacenter

mailto:Elisha.smitharrillaga@Austin.utexas.edu

