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An overview of metrics used in the evaluation of SBIR/STTR at NIH



“To seek fundamental 
knowledge about the nature 
and behavior of living 
systems and the application 
of that knowledge to 
enhance health, lengthen 
life, and reduce illness and 
disability.”

NIH



It’s the National Institutes of Health



Evaluation challenges

• Challenge 1: Additionality


• Challenge 2: What are the right outcomes conceptually? What can we 
measure reliably? 


• Challenge 3: Linking firms (funded and unfunded) to the outcomes 



A suite of outcome measures



Publications, patents, clinical studies for funded/unfunded firms 



Award-level data



Patents: the problem of underreporting

• Comparing RePORTER to “government interest” statements (available frm USPTO) 
only 30 percent of SBIR/STTR patents reported back to agency


• Comparison for NIH R01 grants: 60 percent


• Correlates of non-reporting


• Later patents


• Volume of SBIR grants/contracts 


• Implications: (1) Award level data useful in direct links to outcomes for funded firms 
(2) But, under-reporting; (3) For patents, USPTO government interest data a useful 
supplement/alternative


