


Agenda

• Overview of the Glowing Plant project

• Introduction to Crowdfunding

• The broader DIY Biology movement



Agenda

• Overview of the Glowing Plant project

• Introduction to Crowdfunding

• The broader DIY Biology movement





Stakeholders

Project
Backers

Regulatory
Agencies



A brief history of glowing plants

2010

2013

1986

1989

Researchers make first 
glowing plant, but 

requires addition of 
luciferin

Genes added at State University of 
New York to make luciferin resulting 

in plant which dimly glows

University of Cambridge iGem
team create super glowy bacteria 

by recycling luciferase

Luciferase-luciferin gene 
system sequenced
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Key Players Launch date Fund’s raised 
to date

Notes

April 2009 $801MM
§ Highly selective
§ No longer allows 
GMO’s as rewards

January 2008 $193MM
§ Open platform 
with few restrictions

June 2012 < $0.3MM
§ Focused on 
science research
§ No rewards

Sept 2013 Unknown
§ Enables equity 
investments

Stealth Nov 2013 0
§ Dedicated to 
synthetic biology
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Education?
Innovation?Science?

Community?











• Falling costs
- DNA reading
- DNA writing
- Open source parts

• Rise of community labs
- Autonomy
- Supportive community
- Shared equipment
- Crowdfunding
- Shared knowledge

• Trained ex-academics
- Long path to tenure
- Reduced grant funding
- Alternative career

Supply side drivers
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Blog: www.glowingplant.com
Kickstarter: www.glowingplant.com/kickstarter
Twitter: @glowingplant
Email: Antony@glowingplant.com
Phone: +1-415-779-6333

http://www.glowingplant.com
http://www.glowingplant.com/kickstarter
mailto:Antony@glowingplant.com

