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Human Genome Editing

 Due respect for human dignity: Safety and efficacy, 
informed consent

 (1) What? (Somatic Vs. Germline)
 Somatic Cells: more acceptable

 Treatment tool
 Limited scope: individual

 Germline Cells: more controversial
 Human intervention
 Impact on offspring: Authority over one’s body
 Disturbing lines of lineage



Human Genome Editing

 (2) Why (telos of medicine)
 Treatment: morally permissible/recommended

 Part of the divine scheme of creation
 Alternative?

 Enhancement: Controversial
 Fixed Perfect OR changeable and improvabe

 “We have created man in the best composition” (Q.
95:04)

 He adds to creation whatever He wills (Q. 35:01)
 Editing body or soul?
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