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Post-hoc Pragmatism

Lost in translation? Accountability and
governance of clinical stem cell research in

China

Joy Y Zhang™'
1School of Social Policy, Sociology & Social Research, Cornwallis North East, University of Kent, Canterbury, Kent CT2 7NF, UK
* Author for correspondence: y.zhang-203@kent.ac.uk

Despite China’s regulatory initiatives to promote its research accountability, it still needs to prove itself as a
trusted player in life science research. In addition, in contrast to its huge investment, Chinais losing the race
in delivering quality application of stem cells. The trial implementation of the 2015 ministerial regulations
seemed to offer hope in ending this dual ‘lost-in-translation’. Yet skepticism remains. By examining China’s
regulatory trajectory in the last 15 years, this paper illustrates that it is a post hoc pragmatic policy rationale
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'Chinese scientists to pioneer first human CRISPR
trial

Gene-editing technique to treat lung cancer is due to be tested in people in August.

David Cyranoski

21 July 2016

' &) pDF | W, Rights & Permissions

which took half a yeatrr, requwed
that the team Invest a lot of time
and human resources, including
close communication with the
hospital’s internal review board
(IRB). “There was a lot of back and

forth,” h .
The NIHesSggproval of the other

CRISPR trial “strengthened ours
and our IRB’s confidence In this
study”, he adds.
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- Increased funding
~ on science popularisation
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Fig. 5 Acce[;téble applications for gene edii{ng therapeutics

Treat genetic heart disease

Extend life span

Modify the gene mutation which causes cancer
Reduce the genetic risks of dementia

HIV prevention

Reduce the genetic risks of thalassemia
Prevent high cholesterol

Military application

Improve intelligence

Improve exercise capacity

Change skin color
{ [ People Living with HIV/AIDS | General Public
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Please let us know your view —

It will take only 3 mins!
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