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• 24-year-old man

• In-custody death – Tribal prison

• Report: staff found him unresponsive on the floor of his cell 
• seen in normal state of health about 20 minutes prior
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• PMHx: Schizophrenia, with episodes of acute psychosis
• Social Hx: Methamphetamine use

• Had been in the jail for 2 ½  days

• Family said he ingested over 100 pills the day of his refill for 
psychiatric medications

• ED evaluation:
• Alert but drowsy
• Poison Control recommendations followed
• Cleared after 6 hours of observation

• Released to law enforcement, taken to tribal jail for suicide 
attempt
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What happened?

• Unexpected natural death?

• Illicit drug trade/use in prison?

• Self-harm?

• Injured by someone in the prison?
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Back to the drawing board…

• What happened?

• Why is he dead?
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Myoglobin IHC

Negative control Positive control





Myoglobin









Rhabdomyolysis 



Rhabdomyolysis 

Muscles are breaking down, releasing stuff into the blood











• But what happened?





Zimmerman JL, Shen MC. Chest. 2013.



Zimmerman JL, Shen MC. Chest. 2013.



Zimmerman JL, Shen MC. Chest. 2013.



Zimmerman JL, Shen MC. Chest. 2013.



Zimmerman JL, Shen MC. Chest. 2013.





84 tablets haloperidol, 63 tablets olanzapine (atypical antipsychotic)

















Toxicology

• Blood
• Olanzapine  550  ng/mL
• Haloperidol  19     ng/mL

• Urine
• Olanzapine
• Haloperidol
• Methamphetamine
• Amphetamine



Per case manager at prison (via phone call): 

• No administered medication in prison in days leading up to death



Manner?

• No known previous suicide attempt or ideation

• Psychiatric diagnosis of schizophrenia?



EMS run report
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Circumstantial
Coroner’s report of investigation

Primary police reports

FBI interviews 

Prison video of decedent

Phone conversation with prison staff

Attempts to reach decedent’s 
family/witness for information

Emergency medical services report

Medical records from 5 different 
facilities covering several years

Autopsy
Extensive/detailed documentation

Special anatomic dissections

Two rounds of histology submissions

Additional round of 
immunohistochemical histology

Medical literature review



State of Montana 
Coroner Liaison

Trained, accredited (ABMDI) 
medicolegal death investigator

Bridge between the Medical 
Examiners and County Coroners

Facilitates optimal death 
investigation practices

Kayla Wallace



State of Montana 
Coroner Liaison

- Consultation with coroners
- Coroner training and education
- Monitor ongoing issues
- "Catch" cases that should be under 

ME/C jurisdiction
- Facilitate use of electronic case 

management systems
- Work with public health
 

Kayla Wallace
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