
Marine Spatial Planning 
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You can spend your time on the front side or 
backside of the process. The front side is more 
efficient and effective.



The principles guiding Ocean SAMP :
1. Develop the Ocean SAMP document in a transparent manner

2. Involve all stakeholders
3. Protect Existing Users 

4. Base all decisions on the best available science. 
5. Establish monitoring and evaluation that supports adaptive management.
Incorporating monitoring and evaluation in the Ocean SAMP will contribute

towards implementing a systematic process for continually improving
management policies and practices in an environment exposed to constant change.

Key Elements
1. Coexistence

2.Monitoring Pre, During and Post Construction
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SAMP Research

• Wind resources
• Marine mammals and birds
• Fisheries uses
• Physical oceanography
• Ecosystem interactions
• Sediment and benthic habitat
• Cultural resources
• Acoustics and electromagnetic 

effects
• Meteorology
• Engineering
• Marine transportation uses

Research Topics Include...





Plan and Policies

 A plan and policies give context 
to decisions and places 
boundaries for utilization of 
areas, which leads to 
predictability for all in the 
decision making process.



Ocean SAMP Document
 Ecology of the Area
 Cultural and Historical Resources
 Fisheries Resources
 Recreation and Tourism
 Marine Transportation
 Marine Infrastructure
 Offshore Development Renewable Energy
 Future Uses
 Climate Change  











4 Steps in Regulatory Process
 1. A Site Assessment Plan (SAP) is defined as a pre-application 

plan that describes the activities and studies the applicant plans 
to perform for the characterization of the project site. 

 2. A Construction and Operations Plan (COP) is defined as a 
plan that describes the applicant’s construction, operations, and 
conceptual decommissioning plans for a proposed facility, 
including the applicant’s project easement area. 

 3. A Certified Verification Agent (CVA) is defined as an 
independent third-party agent that shall use good engineering 
judgment and practices in conducting an independent 
assessment of the design, fabrication and installation of the 
facility. The CVA should have licensed and qualified Professional 
Engineers on staff 

 4. Lease



Advantages of OSAMP.
 A Set Of Policies For Each Area Of The Plan
 The Policies Set the Boundaries for the Uses and Made 

Coexistence a requirement. 
 Protection Of Existing Uses And Sensitive Resources 

Or Unsuitable Areas
 Informational Requirements For Major Ocean 

Developments And Development Standards For Those 
Uses

 Continued Stakeholder Representation Through FAB 
and HAB

 Expansion Of Blanket Coverage Federal Consistency 
Though GLD



Block Island 
Wind Turbine 
Completed-Total 
Permitting Time 
9 months.
Facility design 
review and 
construction 
oversight
2 years


