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The South Bronx is a neighborhood impacted by decades 
of environmental injustice.



The South Bronx Significant Maritime Industrial Area (SMIA) 
is 850 acres and the largest in NYC.
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• Harlem River Yards - 103 acres of state-owned waterfront land
• 99-year lease to Galesi Group to build out intermodal rail for regional public 

benefit (with resulting local harm)
• Intermodal rail was never built and is no longer viable; subject of two audits



Current conditions of the shoreline at Harlem River Yards.
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Current uses at Harlem River Yards.



The health impact.
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The health impact.
The South Bronx has the highest childhood asthma 
hospitalization rates in NYC.



How do we respond? We push back.



And propose solutions.

Air quality monitoring with Columbia Mailman 
School of Public Health

Development of climate change-resilient waterfront 
plan, prioritized by NYS Open Space Plan



And propose solutions.
Worked with legislators to mandate that any new uses at Harlem River Yards rectify decades of 
environmental injustice; and pushing through NYS cumulative impact legislation



And propose solutions.
Vacant sites: seeking partnerships for 
solar panel or other renewable 
energy product manufacturing facility 
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