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What is Secondary or Archival Data?

• Government or other institutional records, 
company documents, photographs, video 
or audio recordings, personal 
communications, maps, furniture, etc.

Archival Data: Data not 
collected for specific 

research purposes but 
have been stored. 

• Cross-sectional or longitudinal survey 
data, qualitative interview data, photos or 
images, biomarker or genetic data, etc. 

Secondary Data: Data 
collected by researchers 
for a specific purpose but 

can be used by other 
researchers for different 

or similar purposes.



Why Use Secondary or Archival Data?

Archival data:

• It is virtually impossible to collect through 
primary data collection as it is by its nature, 
historical

Secondary Data

• Can be more economical to use 

• May have a more diverse or larger sample 
that could be collected through primary 
data collection

• Could have a longer time frame, meaning 
you can conduct longitudinal analyses

• May be better quality than can be achieved 
through primary data collection

• Can be used to reproduce results from 
previous studies

• Analyse the same research questions with 
different statistical methods or addressing 
statistical assumptions that may not have 
previously been addressed



Where Can You Find Secondary or 

Archival Data?

 Digital data archives:

 Libraries

 Museums

 Study Websites



What These Archives Offer

• How to access or use the data

• Statistical techniques

• How to archive data

Training opportunities:

Study documentation and where possible links to study sites

Variable or data catalog search functions 

How to properly cite data

Events

Publications or reports



Why Use Secondary Data?

 Why might I want to use secondary data over primary data?
⚫ Getting data from young people can be difficult

• Reluctance to participate

• More complex consent procedures

• Need to access either through schools or other spaces which may 
mean pre-existing relationships or establishing relationships

• Cost

⚫ Most data available archives are free to academics, but 
require registration

⚫ Several levels of access, some may require stricter 
computer/server requirements

⚫ Confidentiality is ensured



Example 1: Cross-National 

Comparison



Example 2: Growth Curve Analyses



Example 3: Data Impact
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