


PORTUGUESE NATIONAL OCEAN 
DECADE COMMITTEE - CNDO



• Regular online 
meetings

• 1st in-person meeting 
during the Ocean 
Decade Conference 
(Barcelona, 04/24) 
(1500 participants; 
6000 pre-
registrations)



To promote and coordinate Portugal's actions towards achieving 
the objectives of the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science 
for Sustainable Development, with a particular focus on the 
Atlantic, closely aligned with the Sustainable Development Goals 
of the 2030 Agenda, especially 
concerning SDG 14 - Conserve 
and sustainably use the oceans,
seas, and marine resources 
for sustainable development.



• Identify ongoing actions that can contribute to the  

Decade objectives and promote inter-institutional 

cooperation and coordination.

• Identify actions to be developed at the national level 

to achieve the Decade's objectives and ensure their 

implementation sustainability after the Decade’s 

conclusion.

• Foster cooperation and coordination with 

counterpart entities in other Member States, 

particularly within the CPLP (Community of 

Portuguese Language Countries).

• Promote connection and coordination with other ongoing 

UN Decades (e.g., the Decade on Ecosystem 

Restoration).

• Encourage civil society engagement and mediate the 

Stakeholder Forum.

• Communicate and disseminate the Decade’s activities to 

the wider public.



Stakeholder Forum: Public and 
private entities,  Academy, NGOs, 

Foundations…

Thematic Working Groups(to be 
defined)

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND 
MARITIME AFFAIRS

 (SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE SEA)

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, 
SCIENCE AND INNOVATION

ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR THE PROMOTION OF ACTIONS

Representatives of government areas:
Foreign Affairs, Defense, Sea, Science, Education, Environment, 

Food (Fisheries)

3 representatives of public entities:
EMEPC, DGPE, FCT

3 personalities of recognized merit:
Connection with UN processes

PORTUGUESE OCEAN DECADE COMMITTEE

COORDINATION
1 Coordinator

2 Deputy Coordinators

Technical Secretariat
3 Senior Technicians



Deputy Coordinator: 
Telmo Carvalho

Coordinator: 
Luís Menezes Pinheiro

Deputy Coordinator:
Maria João Bebianno



• Foreign Affairs: Filipe Ramalho Ortigão, Diplomatic Advisor to the Minister of State and Foreign Affairs

• National Defence: Ana Trindade, Technical Specialist to the Secretary of State for National Defense

• Sea: André Guimarães Technical Specialist to the Secretary of State for Fisheries and the Sea

• Science: (awaiting designation)

• Education: (awaiting designation)

• Environment: Fernando Teigão, Advisor to the Minister for Environment and Energy

• Food: Carolina Fernandes, Technical Specialist to the Secretary of State for Fisheries and the Sea

Representatives from government sectors, serving in advisory and action-promotion roles, 
representing ministerial offices. Their information shall be updated in coordination with the relevant 
government agencies.



Maria Eduarda Gonçalves
 

Filipe Duarte Santos
 

António Sampaio da Nóvoa 

3 Representatives from Public entities of the 3 ministries (to be 
updated in coordination with the relevant government areas).
Foreign Affairs (DGPE): José Guedes de Sousa
Sea (EMEPC): Mónica Albuquerque
Science (FCT): Marta Norton

3 personalities of recognized merit with experience in United Nations processes



• Contributes to the guiding documents to be 
submitted by the Coordination to the governing 
bodies.

• Contributes with experts to integrate the 
Thematic Working Groups.

• Contributes with suggestions for specific 
actions to be developed within the Decade.

• Inclusive, composed of representatives from 
various state entities and civil society 
organisations (Universities, State laboratories, 
industrial and business sectors, Philanthropies, 
NGOs, and NGDOs).

1st STAKEHOLDER FORUM MEETING
 24TH MAY 2024



• Academia das Ciências de Lisboa
• Academia de Marinha
• Academia de Saberes de Aveiro
• ACTUAR
• AIR Centre
• ANI
• ANMP
• ANP/WWF
• Aporvela
• Aquário Vasco da Gama
• ARNET
• Associação de Portos Portugal
• Associação Portuguesa de Aquacultores
• Associação Portuguesa do Lixo Marinho
• CCDR Alentejo
• CCDR Algarve
• CCDR Centro
• CESAM
• CFE
• Ciência Viva
• CIMAR Laboratório Associado

• Clube Náutico da Boa Esperança
• CNC
• CNJ 
• CNU
• Colab +Atlântico
• Colab B2E
• Colab Net4CO2
• DGPM
• Docapesca
• EMEPC
• ESTM-IPL
• EurOcean
• EstudoEmCasaApoia
• Fundação para a Ciência e Tecnologia 
• Fórum Oceano
• Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian
• Green Colab
• ICNF
• IDL
• IH
• INESCTEC
• IOI Ocean Academy Portugal

• IPDJ
• IPMA
• LNEC
• Lotaçor
• LSTS/FEUP
• MARETEC
• Museu Marítimo Ílhavo
• OKEANOS
• OOM
• S2AquaColab
• Sciaena
• Sec. Reg. Economia, Mar e Pescas, RAM
• Sec. Reg. Educação, C&T, RAM
• SEDES
• Skipper&Wool
• Sociedade de Geografia de Lisboa
• SPEA
• WAVEC

Associated Laboratories, Collaborative Laboratories, Research Centres and Units in ocean sciences, State 
Entities, Civil Society, Private Sector, NGOs

61 ENTITIES



Lisbon Academy of 
Sciences, 24th 
January 2024

Lisbon Geographic Society, 24th 
January 2024

Marine Academy, 24th 
January 2024

Academy of Knowledge of Aveiro, 
24th January 2024

Almada-Seixal Local Health Unit (within the 
"Marinheiros da Esperança" project), 24th 
January 2024

Portuguese Task Group for the 
Extension of the Continental Shelf, 

20th February 2024

Autonomous Study Project Team, 
5th June 2024

Ílhavo Maritime Museum, 
11th January 2025

Atlantic Centre, 
28th January

Aporvela, 28th January 2025

Letter of Commitment from CRUP (Council of Rectors of Portuguese Universities) 
supporting the Objectives of the Ocean Decade and the Actions of the Portuguese 
National Ocean Decade Committee (CNDO)



Thematic Working Groups – Engaging relevant stakeholders to advance the Decade's objectives in priority areas, propose solutions based o  
the best available science, and identify gaps and/or needs for further actions at the national level, and/or addressing national priorities.

Identify priority themes for a National Research and Innovation Programme in Marine Sciences and Technologies aligned with the Decade's 
objectives.

Annual International Ocean Meeting – "Ocean Sustainability – Science, Decision Making and Society," organised by CNDO in collaboration 
with other institutions, to take place on World Oceans Day (8th June), held in different locations each year.

4-5 December 2024 – Sustainable Ocean Fisheries and Future Blue Food
                                                           11-12 December 2025 – Ocean and Human Health

Outreach Sessions on the Ocean Decade's Objectives – "The Ocean We Want," directed at the general public, to be held throughout the Decad  
in various cities across the country.

8th June 2024 – Ocean Festival – Praia Grande Sintra – SaltyWay

Cultural Sessions on the Ocean Theme "The Ocean that Unites Us" – Sessions on Music and the Sea (including commented concerts), 
literature, cinema, painting, and photography, to be held in various cities across the country.



752
users

1247 
sessions



SEA
• Collaboration in Ocean Literacy – Blue Schools Program.
• Alignment of the Decade’s challenges with the National 

Ocean Strategy 2021-2030.
• Promotion of Knowledge and Innovation in Blue Carbon.
• Promotion of Knowledge and Innovation in the Blue 

Economy.

SCIENCE
• Identification of priority themes for a National Research and Innovation Programme in Marine Sciences and Technologies aligned with 

the Decade’s objectives.
• Identification of areas for Advanced Training to empower highly qualified human resources, based on established partnership  between 

MECI and other government sectors (such as those already established with the Ministry of Defence).
• Maintenance of research infrastructures related to the sea and included in the European Strategy Forum on Research Infrasttures 

(ESFRI) agenda.
• Funding of ship time for projects funded by FCT or the EU.



FOREIGN AFFAIRS
• Joint actions with the Portuguese Committee for the 

IOC/UNESCO.
• Collaboration with the National Commission for 

UNESCO on various topics related to the Decade's 
objectives, including Biosphere Reserves, UNESCO 
Chairs, and the UNESCO Associated Schools Network.

ENVIRONMENT
• Actions combating marine pollution, including terrestrial sources.
• Awareness-raising actions on the protection of the marine environment at the national level.
• Collaboration in the domain of Marine Protected Areas.
• Collaboration in identifying measures for the adaptation of coastal territories to climate change.
• Alignment of actions for harnessing the renewable energy potential of the Ocean with the Ocean Decade objectives.



DEFENCE
• Integration of the Ocean Decade objectives in the National Defence Strategy Action Plan for the Environment, Security, and Climate 

Change.
• Follow-up of the programme for mapping maritime areas under national jurisdiction until 2030.
• Follow-up of the IH-Sensortech project, within the framework of the Atlantic Defence Operations Centre, for the development of ocean 

sensors and data systems in the field of marine sciences.
• Follow-up of the implementation by the Hydrographic Institute of the new geospatial data infrastructure for maritime navigation.
• Follow-up of the modernisation and expansion by the Hydrographic Institute of the environmental monitoring network of the Portuguese 

sea.
• Promotion of the Window to the Ocean project, led by the Vasco da Gama Aquarium, to spread ocean knowledge among young people.
• Promotion of the Native Fish Conservation Project, led by the Vasco da Gama Aquarium in collaboration with MARE-ISPA, for the 

conservation of endangered native species of the Iberian Peninsula.



EDUCATION
• Distribution of educational resources to schools within the scope of the Autonomous Study 

Project Team on ocean-related commemorative dates.
• Survey of ongoing and planned actions by the Nautical Sports Training Centres of School 

Sports, within the scope of raising awareness for the knowledge and protection of the 
Ocean.

• Expansion of the Educating a Blue Generation (EGA) programme to the secondary school 
curriculum, and mapping of Essential Learnings on Ocean Literacy and associated themes.

• Teachers’ training through actions of the Ocean Teacher Global Academy – Regional 
Training Centre Portugal, in collaboration with DGE.

FOOD
• Endorsement by the Ocean Decade of the project “Fisheries for a Sea Without Litter” and 

expansion to recreational fishing/divers.
• Public sessions on the promotion of national fish products.



Academy of Sciences of Lisbon, 
14 February 2020

Academy of Sciences of Lisbon, 
16 November 2021

University of Trás-os-Montes 
and Alto Douro, 16–17 March 

2022

Academy of Sciences of Lisbon, 21 
March 2022 University of Aveiro, 

22–23 May 2023





Aveiro Saberes Academy and CNDO  - multiple sessions-  200 
plus students

Workshop “One Ocean” , Azores Uni, 5-7 
julho
Organized by: Bergen 
University, Azores University
(CIBIO/InBio Azores e 
OKEANOS), Texas University
A&M, CNDO, CP-COI, with
support from teh Norway
Embassy in Lisbon and the
UT Austin-Portugal 
Programme

70 participants

B2E Colab

IH, IPMA, CIIMAR, CNDO, CP-COI



NDCs meeting 

Ocean Alliance Meeting

Maria João Bebianno in Ocean ActionPanel7,



Ana Príncipe

Ana NoronhaJoão de Macedo

Miguel Marques

Catarina Lemos Carlos Oliveira



Programmes

The Science We Need for th  
Mediterranean Sea We Wan  

Portuguese Entities Partnering in 10 of the 59 Programmes Endorsed by the Ocean Decade

Digital Deep-sea Typical 
Habitats (Digital DEPTH)

Challenger 150 - A Decade 
to Study Deep-Sea Life

Ocean Biomolecular 
Observing NetworkMarine Life 

2030

Ocean Cities, an international 
network of cities in harmony 
with the marine environment 

Deep Ocean Observing 
Strategy

Digital Twins of the 
Ocean

Global Ecosystem for 
Ocean Solutions (GEOS)

Ocean Literacy With All 
(OLWA): the change we ne  

for the ocean we want 



Projects

CIIMAR at SchoolBlue School Portugal 

Women from the Sea

BaIT
Nazaré Artificial 

Reefs

CoastNET

Portuguese National 
Oceanographic Data 

Centre 

UNESCO Chair OceanExpert 
Pilot Digital Twins for 

Water Pollution in Africa Citizens of Surf (CoS)



Contributions



The Ocean Decade Alliance 
aims to create a network of 
prominent Ocean Decade 
partners who can lead by 
example to catalyse support 
for the Decade through the 
mobilization of resources, 
networks, and influence.



• Portugal is a founding 
member.

• The President of the 
Republic is a patron.



The Ocean Decade Alliance is issuing  a Call to 
Action  on the occasions of the 2022 UNOC in 
Lisbon, Portugal, to raise awareness for  the 
need to increase investment  in Ocean Science 
to support  sustainable  development

New York, 18 Sept. 2023: In 
the margins of the SDG 
Summit 2023 (18 -19 Sept), 
the SIDS Coalition for Nature 
and the Ocean Decade 
Alliance launched a 
Statement of Collaboration 
and Joint Action Framework 
to harness opportunities for 
accelerated action in Small 
Island Developing States 
(SIDS) through ocean 
knowledge, outreach and 
capacity development.

Barcelona Ocean Conference 
(7-12 April) – High level 
meeting of the Ocean Decade 
Alliance (9 ᵗʰ April) to discuss 
commitments and concrete 
actions 



International Conference

Ocean and Human Health     11-12 Dez, 2025

Ocean Decade National Committees



Organized by the Portuguese NDC in partnership 
with NDCs from Belgium, Germany, Japan, New 
Zealand, UK, France and USA, the Monaco 
Scientific Centre, the Portuguese Committee for 
the IOC, the Portuguese Academy of Sciences, the 
Naval Academy, and the Portuguese Council for 
Health and the Environment.









THE SCIENCE WE NEED FOR THE OCEAN WE WANT– 
BRINGING PEOPLE AND THE SEA TOGETHER!

If you want to go fast, go alone; if y  
want to go far, go together!

African Proverb

Website:
https://cndo.sgeconomia.gov.pt/

LinkedIn: @Comité Nacional para a Década do Oceano - CNDO

Any questions: 
oceandecade@unesco.org
Contact details for the National Ocean 
Decade Committee: lmp@ua.pt

THANK YOU

https://cndo.sgeconomia.gov.pt/
mailto:oceandecade@unesco.org
mailto:lmp@ua.pt
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