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International Conference of labour statisticians (ICLS)

ABOUT THE » Global standard-setting mechanism for work and labour statistics
International

Conference of Labour
Statisticians

» The ILO hosts and acts as Secretariat
> Meets every 5 years (since 1923)

» Tripartite structure:

(ICLS)

Governments, Employers’ and Workers’ representatives

The ICLS is a vehicle for standard-setting in labour

statistics, hosted by the ILO every five y€ars > Provides a reference for official work and labour statistics

Advancing social justice, promoting decent work » ilo.org
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Relevant international standards and classification schemes

» Existing international statistical standards and classification schemes provide a starting point for the
harmonisation of care work measurement

» The 19th ICLS (Resolution I) Forms of Work Framework

» International Standard Classification of Occupations (ISCO-08) — currently undergoing a revision process
(potential for introduction of a care work “jobs family”)

» International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC, rev.5)

> International classification of activities for time-use statistics (ICATUS-16)

Advancing social justice, promoting decent work » ilo.org
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» Relevant international standards and classification schemes

Resolution |

Resolution concerning statistics of work,
employment and labour underutilization

Preamble
The 19th Invernations] Conference of Labour Statisticians,
‘Having reviswed the relevant texs of the rasolus ing statistics of the i
actve populstion, employment, wnerployment amd underemployment adopted by fhe

13t Iotemational Conference of Labour Statsticians (1942) and the amendment of its paragraph 5
adopted by the 13% Conference (2008); the resolwion conceming the messwemem of
underemployment and inadequate employment sitations adopted by the 16th Conference (1998), as
well 2 the quidalines endorsed thersin conceming Teamnant in exployment and wmenploymen:
suisics of persus o exlended sbsences from work: el the grdelioes an the implicatons of
employment promotion schemes on the
by the 14th Conferance (1687),

Rscaling the requrements of he Labour Sitsics Comvenson, 1085 (No. 160), md foe
1985 (Nn 170), and the need for coherence with
other mmanm summ:] atoards, parizlply repurding he systen of nafionl o,
working time, employment-related mee child lat , stafus in employment and work in the
informal economy.

Recoguizing the nesd to revise and broaden fhe existing stadards in order to ensble better
sttstical measurement of perticipation of all persons in all forms of work and in all sectors of fhe
conomy; of lsbow of interactions berween works as well 35
to provide guidelines on a wider set of measures than previously defined internationally, thereby
enhancing the relevance and usefuilness of the standards for countries and territories ' at all stages of
development

Calling on 10 the usefulness of these standerds to emhance the internationsl
comparability of the statistics, to their confribution to the measiwement of decent work and of well-
being of housebolds end society in genersl, thereby supporting snd fcilitating the post-2015
development agenda, as well as o the achievemment of gender justice,

Acknowledging that the relevance of measures of work in a given country will depend on the
mature of its saciety, lsbour markets and all user needs, and that their implementation will therefore,
%0 a certain extent be determined by nations] circumstances,

Adopts this 11th day of October 2013 the following resolution in substimution for the
resolutions of 1982 and of 2008, and for paragraphs 8(1) and 9{1) of the resolution of 1998, as well
as for the gwidelines from 1987 and 1998 cited sbove.

Objectives and scope

1. This ruchuden aims to st sndards for ek i o guide o . pcdring and
orating their existing statistical programmes in this feld. It defines the stistical comcept of
work for refarence purposs and provides operations] concepts, definitions and suidelines for:
(3)  distincr subsers of work sctivities, referred 10 23 forms afwork;
(b)  relatad classi the ‘according to their iabour force stams ad matn form of
wark;
() messuwes of labour underurilization.

! Hereinafter referred 1o 25 “countries”

VoL E-Resckuson STATH 31 14-11-En decx 1

Source: Resolution 1, 191 ICLS (2013, page 3, paragraph 6)

Advancing social justice, promoting decent work

Reference concepts

6.Work comprises any activity performed by persons of any sex and age to produce goods or to

provide services for use by others or for own use.

(a) Work is defined irrespective of its formal or informal character or the legality of the

activity.

{b) Woaork excludes activities that do not involve producing goods or services (e.g. begging
and stealing), self-care (e.g. personal grooming and hygiene) and activities that cannot
be performed by another person on one's own behalf (e.g. sleeping, learning and
activities for own recreation).

{c) The concept of work is aligned with the General production boundary as defined in the
System of National Accounts 2008 (2008 SMA) and its concept of economic unit that

{iy market units (i.e. corporations, quasi-corporations and household
unincorporated market enterprises ');

(i) non-market units (i.e. government and non-profit institutions serving

households); and
{iii) households that produce goods or services for own final use.

(d) Work can be performed in any kind of economic unit.

» ilo.org
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Relevant international standards and classification schemes

_ _ | Resolution | of the 19th ICLS

rierndid desiination S oam ferr s . .
of production fimal s by athers S peCIerS flve Sepa rate a N d
- e Unpaid | Other | Volunteer work mutually exclusive forms of work —
Forms afork [ ek morke | activities care work can be performed as
of | of o ket and| 2 ool any form or work — the form of

services | poods . : . .
SR v work is determined by the
Aaon e e e e destination of the resulting goods
Activities inside the SNA General prodwction bowndary .

or services — and the role of

Source: ILO (2013) The 19 ICLS resolution | concerning statistics of work, employment and labour underutilization remu neratlon

This framework provides a foundation for the delineation of care work — and the characteristics of
those who perform it — within each form of work, as well as for monitoring and mapping shifts in the
distribution and volume of care work undertaken across different forms of work.

Advancing social justice, promoting decent work » ilo.org
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Data sources: LFS core modules

Methods

Statistical standards and methods

Table of Contents Methods and guidance

1. Standards
The ILO equips statisticians with practical tools, evidence-based methodologies and

2. Methods and guidanc
Lo technical guidance to implement new standards and make the most of the data.

2.1. Labour force survey (LF...

e ILO Department
c-f Statistics equ

2.2, Communication of stati...
2.3. Measuring unpaid dom...
2.4. Population Census res...
2.5. Administrative data so...

26. COVID-15

tﬂﬂ|5 =)
methoduln-:_ues
3| assistance

3. Research and development

4. Key and emerging topics

:_j;"‘ y

5. Publications

Labour force survey Communication of . o im 100t current
AR (LFS) questionnaire statistics Population Census GO s e
Standards and guidelines on toolkit o . cecalil LESOUTCes Standarij

labour statistics
Onli

Fundarmental Principles of
Official Statistics

Capacity building and technical

assistance

Calendar

Statistical standards and methods - ILOSTAT
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Data sources: LFS add-on module for own-use provision of services work

Discover a simple, cost-effective, and comprehensive approach
to measuring unpaid domestic and care work (UDCW).

{" Inlem!mna\
@ Introducing the ILO light time-use module:
a new tool to measure UDCW

Developed by ILO's Statistical Standards and Methods Unit
(SSMU), the LFS light time-use module is an innovative tool
for UDCW data collection.

» Own-use provision of services:
Measurement guide

/,

g= ©

Easlyadapts 2uhour yesterday recall
0 new contexts With 15-minute time siots

Guicanceonmplementing Fe -0 add on module Save time. Reduce costs. Report better. Comprehensive domain coverage

for own-use provision of services in national labour force surveys.

De p onment ready Pre-coded activity listings, records multi-tasking

ILO Department of Statistics
Meets current standards and guidance on time-use statistics: Flexible re po rti ng

Navember 2023

Embedded quality
ot rca ik and

recavery sectio

e s e

CLS | SNA | UNICATUS | UNSD )
Hslk NA | shredic | B Easily adapts to new contexts and diverse subjects

Tried and tested

Better data capture

Subjected to extensive field pilotin
! e field pt 9 Embedded quality controls, recall aids and recovery sections for

hard-to-capture domains

s..u,mm to extensive '
fied plloti

Improved accuracy

24-hour ‘yesterday recall’ with 15-minute time slots

Measurement guide - Guidance on implementing the ILO light time-use module

o EEED
vy pto 16 s e spenonegors
covie, e cooking,ceariog
ot Tk e
o rec

ihmghhzl 5DGs.

We're here to help!

Contact SSMU at statistics@ilo.org for more information
about our support services for statisticians and implementation
guidance on new labour standards.

Based on our pilot project

Statistical standards and methods - ILOSTAT
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Data sources: LFS add-on module for volunteer work

Volunteer work
measurement
guide

Statistical standards and methods - ILOSTAT

Advancing social justice, promoting decent work

Measuring volunteer
work self-learning
course

Admin = September 25, 2021 * Volunteer work *
Methods, Training

In this self-paced course, also available in French,
Spanish, Arabic and Russian, you will learn about the
latest international standards on the statistical
measurement of volunteer work; and how to apply the
ILO survey tools to generate headline indicators on
volunteer work. If it is the first time you access the ITC
eCampus platform, click on CREATE NEW ACCOUNT
and follow the instructions.

Read More »

|||I| >
,\/\ —
D (oooonwmsr)

MEASURING UNPAID CARE WORK
IN LABOUR FORCE SURVEYS

23 SEPTEMBER - 25 OCTOBER 2024
5 WEEKS, 40 HOURS

Miermalion Nele
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New international statistical standards for the measurement of care work

> Mandated by ILO constituents through the 21st ICLS (October 2023) and the 112t Session of the
International Labour Conference (June 2024) reiterated the request:

“There is currently no internationally agreed statistical definition of care work and such a definition
should be developed to promote harmonization and consistency of data on care, including in all
applicable sub-sectors.” (ILC 2024)

» The standards' setting process is guided by a Technical Working Group of Experts - ILO
constituents and qualified observers

> First meeting of the TWG was held from 2nd — 4t July 2025. A second meeting will be held in
November 2025. Annual meetings thereafter

» Draft standards to be finalised by 2028 for submission to the 22nd ICLS

Advancing social justice, promoting decent work » ilo.org
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New international statistical standards for the measurement of care work

» Establish an internationally agreed statistical definition of care work to support regular data
collection, harmonized across countries, and taking a wide range of data and policy needs into
account

» Develop a conceptual framework of care work, together with a meaningful typology of
categories of unpaid and paid care work performed as different forms of work, in line with
existing international standards. Define appropriate terminology for care work performed within
different forms of work.

» Define measurement criteria for the concept of care work performed within different forms of
work and develop indicator frameworks and recommended sub-groups for disaggregation

» Formulate recommendations and guidelines for data collection, analysis, and dissemination,
referring to relevant data sources

Advancing social justice, promoting decent work » ilo.org
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> Key measurement challenges

> At the conceptual level

o Variability in the conceptualisation and definition of “care work” — competing theoretical perspectives, narrow
vs wide bounds — relevant to all forms of work in which care work is performed — i.e., all forms of work

» At the empirical level
o Varied reference periods for different forms of work: 30 days / one month; one week / seven days / 24-hours
o Sample sizes / level of precision for disaggregation of indicators

o Practical limitations of classification schemes (ISCO-08, ISIC-rev 5) for identifying care work performed as
employment (and unpaid trainee work, volunteer work) at sufficient level of disaggregation (4-digit vs 2-digit)

= Ongoing ISCO-08 revision process permits inputs around care work measurement — restructuring to
promote cohesive categories, (and possible development of a care work jobs family)

Advancing social justice, promoting decent work » ilo.org
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Key measurement challenges

> At the practical / operational level

o The need to minimise respondent burden — particularly in modular designs — places limits on the extent of
contextual series’ it is possible to include (e.g., wider care networks contextualizing own-use provision of
services work)

o Modular design for time-use measurement creates distinct challenges (dependencies with parent survey
around seasonality and sampling, time as a sample unit, intra-household analysis of caregiving roles)

o Resource constraints in many countries impede even modular time-use measurement, with national
statistical organisations under increasing fiscal constraints

Advancing social justice, promoting decent work » ilo.org
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