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The Federal Office of Rural Health Policy (FORHP) 
collaborates with rural communities and partners 

to support community programs and provide 
technical assistance to improve health in rural 

America.

Voice for Rural
Capacity 
Building

Advises the HHS 
Secretary on issues 

that affect rural 
America

Works across 
HRSA, HHS, and 

several other federal 
partners to 

accomplish its goals​

Increases access to 
health care for people 
in rural communities 

through grant 
programs and public 

partnerships

Cross Agency
Collaboration

FORHP Overview
Established in Section 711 of the Social Security Act
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Acknowledging the Challenges …
Often-Cited Rural Health Concerns

Data sources:  
National Center for Health Statistics, National Vita Statistics System. www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/index.htm  

Singh GK, Daus GP, Allender M, et al. Social Determinants of Health in the United States: Addressing Major Health Inequality Trends for the Nation, 1935–
2016. International Journal of Maternal and Child Health and AIDS. 2017;6(2):139–164. doi:10.21106/ijma.236. https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29367890

People in rural areas live 3 fewer years than people in urban areas due to challenges accessing health services. 

Growing loss 
of hospital 
obstetric 
units.

Greater 
distances to 
care, particularly 
for specialty 
services.

Higher rates of 
hospital closure 
and financial 
distress. 

Rural children are more 
dependent on Medicaid 
and CHIP for insurance 
coverage.. 

Greater 
challenges 
accessing 
behavioral 
health services.

Higher 
death rates 
for heart 
disease and 
stroke.

Higher 
rates of 
overdose 
death.

Higher rates 
of maternal 
mortality. 

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/index.htm
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29367890


An Ongoing Rural Health Issue: Hospital Obstetrics
Challenges But Also Some Successes
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https://rhrc.umn.edu/publication/loss-of-hospital-based-obstetric-
services-in-rural-counties-in-the-united-states-2010-2022/ 

https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topi
cs/maternal-health/rural-maternity-
summit 
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2019 Cohort (project period 
ended)
• MO: Bootheel Perinatal 

Network
• NM: New Mexico Rural 

Obstetrics Access and 
Maternal Services

• TX: Texas-RMOMS 
Comprehensive Maternal 
Care Network

2021 Cohort – RED 
• MN: Families First: Rural 

Maternity Health 
Collaborative

• MO: RMOMS-Southeast 
Missouri Partnership

• WV: West Virginia RMOMS

Highlights from the 2019 Cohort’s 
First Two Implementation Years

(September 1, 2020 to August 31, 2022)

• Provided prenatal, labor and delivery, or 
postpartum care to nearly 5,000 rural RMOMS 
participants, with over 3,600 deliveries.

• Implemented telehealth, patient navigation, 
and direct service expansion initiatives to 
improve access to maternity care and support 
services.

“ROAMS has also afforded us the ability to do 
ultrasounds, which can be transmitted not only to 
the OB in Raton but to the high-risk fetal OB in 
Albuquerque, Santa Fe, Española, without travel on 
the patient’s part.”
 - ROAMS Clinician

“The ROAMS program is 
an incredible grant that 
allows us to provide both 
telehealth medicine and 
rural outreach medicine 
to the obstetrical 
patients in our area.”
            - ROAMS Clinician

https://roamsnm.org/

2022 Cohort – 
• AR: Arkansas RMOMS
• ME: Maine RMOMS
• MT: Maternal Health 

Connections
• SD: RMOMS South Dakota

2023 Cohort - GREEN
• MS: Mississippi RMOMS
• NH: North Country Maternity 

Network

Our Approach
The Rural Maternal Obstetrics Management Strategies Program 
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2024 Cohort - BLUE
• AZ: Mariposa Community 

Health Center
• KS: University of Kansas 

Medical Center Research 
Institute



Understanding Rural Impacts
Health Research Through a Rural Lens
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• The Rural Health Research Center 
program funds eight research centers that 
provide policy relevant research on rural 
health issues. 

• Policy briefs as well as research recaps 
consolidating information on a topic from 
multiple briefs. 

• www.ruralhealthresearch.org

http://www.ruralhealthresearch.org/
http://www.ruralhealthresearch.org/
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Health Resources for Rural Communities
Rural Health Information Hub (RHIhub)

Topic Guides Models and InnovationsFunding Opportunities

https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/

State Guides

https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/health-care-workforce/project-examples
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/


Connect with HRSA

Learn more about our agency at: 
www.HRSA.gov

Sign up for the HRSA eNews

FOLLOW US: 

kmartinsen@hrsa.gov; 301-594-4438

http://www.hrsa.gov/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USHHSHRSA/subscriber/new?qsp=HRSA-subscribe
https://facebook.com/HRSAgov/
https://twitter.com/HRSAgov
https://www.instagram.com/hrsagov/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/us-government-department-of-health-&-human-services-hrsa/
https://www.youtube.com/user/HRSAtube
mailto:kmartinsen@hrsa.gov
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