
U.S. Competitiveness 
in International 
Student Markets
IIE Board of Trustees
January 25, 2021

45/126



The Pie is Growing

1998 
2.2 Million

2003
2.7 Million

2008
3.2 Million

2013
4.1 Million

UNESCO, 2020

4.8% 
Average per year 

growth

2018
5.6 Million

20 Years of International Students Studying Across the World
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Top Global Hosts of International Students

Total international 
students

% Market
share

United States 1,075,496 20%
United Kingdom 551,495 10%
Canada 503,270 9%
China** 492,185 9%
Australia 463,643 8%
France 358,000 6%
Russia 353,331 6%
Germany 302,157 5%
Japan 228,403 4%
Spain 125,675 2%
All others 1,146,345 20%
*UNESCO, 2020
**Project Atlas, 2019 

5.6 Million*
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