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• Privately funded

• Established in 2014

• Comprehensively 
assesses the state 
of U.S. biodefense

• Issues 
recommendations 
to foster change
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Commission OpEd,                  
April 12, 2024
Is the US ready for 
extraterrestrials? Not if 
they’re microbes: How 
to defend Earth from 
space bugs
• By Donna Shalala and 

Susan Brooks
• Published in the 

Houston Chronicle
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Congressional Champions
• Rep. Carbajal (D-CA)
• Rep. Crow (D-CO)
• Rep. Horsford (D-NV)
• Rep. Moulton (D-MA)

• Rep. Waltz (R-FL)
• Sen. Kelly (D-AZ)
• Sen. Wicker (R-MS)
• Sen. Cramer (R-ND)



Policy Proliferation
• Strategies
• Policy Directives
• Study Directives
• Doctrine
• White House Fact Sheets
• Vision Documents
• Reports
• Memos

• Treaties
• International Agreements
• Statements
• Speeches
• Statute
• Grey Literature
• White Literature
• Classified documents



White House
• National Space  Council
• National Security Council
• Domestic Policy Council
• National Economic Council
• Office of Management and Budget
• Office of Pandemic Preparedness and Response Policy
• Office of Science and Technology Policy



Departments & Agencies
• NASA
• Department of State
• Department of Agriculture
• Department of Commerce
• Department of Defense
• Department of Energy
• Department of Health and 

Human Services
• Department of Homeland 

Security

• Department of the Interior
• Department of Justice
• Department of Labor
• Department of  Transportation
• Federal Aviation Administration
• Federal Communications 

Commission
• National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration
• National Telecommunications 

and Information Administration



Committees
House
• Appropriations
• Armed Services
• Science, Space and Technology
• Transportation and Infrastructure
• Permanent Select Committee on 

Intelligence

Senate
• Appropriations
• Armed Services
• Commerce, Science and 

Transportation
• Select Committee on 

Intelligence

Plus the Committees with jurisdiction over all of the 
departments and agencies on the previous slide






