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NAEYC's work supporting 
implementation of high-quality 
preschool curriculum.

• Early Childhood Program Standards Position Statement
 Goals – To align with the latest evidence, the accreditation 

content, and other NAEYC position statements
 Developed with and for early childhood educators –

(workgroup, collaboration with TAG, surveys and public 
comment period)

 Launched in March 2025

• Quality Assessment and Accreditation System
 Goals – Streamlined, Innovative, Aligned, Accessible
 Changes informed by research, public comment, and expert 

review
 Launched in March 2025
 Mixed-methods research pilot study with ICS is wrapping 

up in June 2025
 Does the introduction of tiered and streamlined 

content improve the accreditation experience? 
 Looking at reliability, validity, equity, user-experience 

of tools and processes





Connecting report to accreditation and position 
statement content.  The TAG provided feedback on:

• The definition of curriculum as stated in Standard 3 of the position statement and 
accreditation content.

• The role of the teacher in curriculum – Standard 3.
• Focus on content and learning goals – Standard 3.
• Additional emphasis on how to incorporate curriculum in Standard 4.
• The balance between play and structured learning - Standard 4
• Emphasis on intentional teaching practices and strategies- Standard 4
• Educator support and professional development – Standard 8



Opportunities 
-NAEYC has a large audience of early educators, policy makers and systems 
leaders.

- 60,000 members
- Nearly 6,000 accredited programs
- 50 Affiliates

Challenges
- Competing priorities for early learning programs
- Report less accessible for ECE programs outside of public 

school districts.
- Tension between play and structured learning.



• Think about your audience and the aspects of the report that are more 
relevant to them.

• Provide opportunities for reflection and discussion about the report.
• Translate the report into more accessible language and smaller pieces 

that could resonate more deeply with educators.

What advice would you offer to others working to 
translate the report’s recommendations into practice, 
especially in different contexts (e.g., local, state, 
community-based settings)? 
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