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Estab lishe d  2000, b ase d  in LA

Missio n :

Stimulate  b asic re search in astrop hysics, 
nanoscie nce , ne uroscie nce  and  
the ore tical p hysics

Stre ng the n the  re lationship  b e twe e n 
scie nce  and  socie ty

Honor scie ntific d iscove rie s with 
The  Kavli Prize

Science  for the  Bene fit 
of Humanity

JOINT SSB & BPA FALL MEETING 2025 -  OPEN SESSION



The  Kavli Found ation vie ws scie nce  in the  
long -te rm
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Im p act and  d urab ility

20 Kavli Institu te s:  13 in US, 7 inte rnational

The  Kavli Prize : award ed  in even years to  re cog nize  
major achievements astrop hysics, nanoscience  and  
neuroscience—June  10, 2026 announcement

Re ach

• 8 end owed  Kavli Profe ssors at 6 unive rsitie s
• Kavli Aud itorium at National Acad emies of Science
• AAAS Kavli Science  Journalism Award s

Fle xib ility
Multi-scale , flexib le  current-use  g rant p rog ram 
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Ap p roach to  p hilanthrop y
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Id e ntify scie ntific g ap s throug h focuse d  conve ning s, co llab orative  
liste ning

Rap id ly re sp o nd  to  ne w  id e as b y fund ing  early-stag e , hig h-risk/  hig h 
re ward  re search

Le ve rag e existing  re search & d ata; se e k e fficiency, e mp ower thoug ht 
le ad e rs

Partne r with o the rs to exchang e  knowle d g e  and  am p lify im p act

JOINT SSB & BPA FALL MEETING 2025 -  OPEN SESSION



Consortia p artne rship
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Kavli id e ntifie d  e m e rg ing  a re a  in q uantum 
mate rials

Meaning ful p rog re ss will re q uire  
in te rna tio na l co llab o ra tio n , AI exp e rtise , 
synthe sis

Pa rtne rsh ip  of fund e rs e nab le s asse mb ly 
of o p tim a l re se a rch  te am , share d  e ffort, 
share d  risks

http s:/ /www.kavlifound ation.org /news/next-g e ne ration-
sup e rcond uctors
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Conve ne , p artne r, fund
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Exp lore  an o p p o rtun ity fo r Im p act: 
Ne w instrume nts with ne w cap ab ilitie s 
at existing  “mid -size ” te le scop e s (2-5m 
ap e rture ) for op tical and  near-infrare d  
inve stig ations

Possib ility of transfo rm ative  
d isco ve rie s and  instrum e nt 
inno vatio ns with p ote ntial wid e r use

Critical ro le  of p hilanthrop y 
in sup p orting  e a rly-stag e  e xp lo ra tio n
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Courtney McDermott, Ph.D.

Host: Prof. Bianca Jones Marlin, 
Kavli Institute for Brain Science, 
Columbia University
Research area: Early life stress and 
its effect on neural circuit 
formation  

Vladyslav Kim

Host: Prof. Vladyslav Vyazovskiy, 
Kavli Institute for Nanoscience 
Discovery, Oxford University
Research area: Time perception 
and sleep homeostasis

Jennifer Merritt, Ph.D.

Host: Prof. Andrés Bendesky, Kavli 
Institute for Brain Science, 
Columbia University
Research area: Molecular 
evolution of steroid hormone 
signaling and its impact on 
behavior

Javier Rodriguez-Casariego, 
Ph.D.

Host: Prof. Eve Marder, Kavli Prize 
Laureate; Florida International 
University. 
Research area: Epigenetic 
mechanisms underlying 
environmentally acquired hypoxia 
resistance  

Kavli Scholars p rog ram 
Sup p orting  Kavli-affiliated  scientists exp e riencing  d isrup tive  events  
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Monitoring  motivators of chang e
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• Federal funding impacting specific sectors in our fields

• We seek to prioritize ‘the right fit’ for our research funding, to bolster the 
scientific enterprise

• Disruptions to funding or society: insecurity of scientific community

• Prioritize funding to assist impacted scientists; focus on early career

• Listening to leaders: Scientists at all levels, Kavli Institutes

• Instability or disruptions: flex our support to ensure their stability

• Adapt program opportunities in response to their input
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Insig hts
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Syne rg ist ic co llab o ra tio n : p ooling  of re source s, exp e rtise , and  
p e rsp ective s catalyze s innovation - working  with fund e rs, and  fund e r coalitions

Fle xib ility and  ag ility: swift re sp onse  to  emerg ing  op p ortunitie s and  challeng es 
is e ssential

Lo ng -te rm  co m m itm e nt: foste r end uring  re lationship s and  maintain d ed ication to  
mission to  ensure  lasting  imp act

Am p lifying  im p act  th ro ug h  stra te g ic fo cus: p rioritize  key areas of re search 
whe re  sup p ort can make  the  g reate st d iffe rence
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“Life  a s w e  kno w  it  to d ay w o uld  
no t  b e  p o ssib le  w itho ut  scie nce .”

FRED KAVLI

INTERESTED IN PARTNERING? 

Reach us at science@kavlifound ation.org
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