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To advance scientific 
discovery through 
visionary philanthropy

OUR MISSION



DRIVEN BY 
CURIOSITY

INSPIRED BY 
POTENTIAL USE

OUR FOCUS ON DISCOVERY SCIENCE

The Alliance specializes in advising on discovery science, also known as 
basic science or foundational, early-stage scientific research, the eventual 
applications of which cannot always be anticipated at the outset. It is 
fundamental research that can be: 

FOCUSED ON DISCOVERY

INITIATED TECHNOLOGY 
DEVELOPMENT



OUR FOUNDERS



CURRENT ALLIANCE MEMBERS

Brown Science 
Foundation

Sergey Brin 
Family Foundation

Anonymous (3)



WE PROVIDE CUSTOMIZED SERVICES TO MATCH PHILANTHROPISTS AT EACH STAGE 
OF THEIR JOURNEY

Introduction and 
Exploration

Connection and 
Data Gathering

Investment

• Defining mission and vision

• Developing strategies

• Funding mechanisms and models

• Benchmarking

• Connecting funders, scientists, and 
experts

• Convening funder discussions and 
events

• Landscape analyses

• Crafting partnerships

• Supporting RFA/RFP efforts

• Sourcing funding opportunities

• Vetting proposals



PROMOTING SCIENCE PHILANTHROPY



Access the interactive report at: indicators.sciphil.org

http://indicators.sciphil.org/


A Collaboration between the Science Philanthropy Alliance and
the UC San Diego Frontiers in Science & Innovation Program



Key Findings

The federal government is the largest research funder at universities and 
nonprofits, totaling $58.6B (51%) in 2023.

The philanthropic contribution is estimated at $24.2B (21%), including 
$16.8B in current and $7.4B in legacy philanthropy.

Universities self-funded an additional $19.2B (17%) through other non-
philanthropic revenue sources.

If the President’s Budget were enacted, we estimate federal funding for 
academic research would drop by 37%.



Most science R&D expenditures (74%) at universities are for the life 
sciences, totaling $62.2B in 2023.

An additional $17.5B is for engineering R&D at universities.

The federal government supports 25% of doctoral students and nearly 50% 
of postdocs in science and engineering.

Across all science and engineering fields, 47% of graduate students and 58% 
of postdocs in the U.S. are international. 

Key Findings







KEY FINDINGS: PHYSICAL SCIENCES

$6.9 B
R&D expenditures on physical sciences 

at U.S. universities in 2023

16%
Change in university R&D expenditures on 
physical sciences from 2013 to 2023 when 

adjusted for inflation

67%
Percentage of university R&D expenditures 

on physical sciences supported by the 
federal government

Access the report:
 indicators.sciphil.org

http://indicators.sciphil.org/


~40,000
Graduate students in physical sciences at 

U.S. universities in 2023

26%
Percentage of graduate students in 
physical sciences supported by the 

federal government

43%
The percentage of postdocs in physical 

sciences in the U.S. who held temporary 
visas in 2023

~7,000
Postdocs in physical sciences at

U.S. universities in 2023

KEY FINDINGS: PHYSICAL SCIENCES

Access the report:
 indicators.sciphil.org

http://indicators.sciphil.org/


PHILANTHROPIC COLLABORATIONS IN THE PHYSICAL SCIENCES

Early Science with the Vera Rubin Observatory’s LSST



PHILANTHROPIC COLLABORATIONS IN THE PHYSICAL SCIENCES

Quantum Matter and Information



RECENT PHILANTHROPIC GIFTS TO THE PHYSICAL SCIENCES



THANK YOU!

SCIPHIL.ORG

SCIENCE PHILANTHROPY ALLIANCE

@SCIPHILORG

INFO@SCIPHIL.ORG
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