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Fellowship & Application Process Webinar Sessions

• Intro to the Fellowship and Application Process - September 30th (recording available)

• Eligibility & Benefits Deep Dive - November 18th (recording available)

• AF STFP & NRC RAP: Preparing a Competitive Fellowship Application – December 9th

https://www.nationalacademies.org/projects/NRCEO-OFELL-25-P-714/event/45944
https://www.nationalacademies.org/projects/NRCEO-OFELL-25-P-714/event/45918


The National Academy of Sciences Office of 
Fellowships

• The National Academy of Sciences (NAS) was created by an Act of 

Incorporation by Congress in 1863 with the stated goal: 

“…the Academy shall, whenever called upon by any department of 

the Government, investigate, examine, experiment, and report upon 

any subject of science or art…” 

• The National Research Council (NRC) was created within NAS in 

1916 to address the scientific needs of the nation during World War I

• The NRC first began administering fellowships in 1919, starting with 

The National Research Fellowships, which were postdoctoral 

fellowships funded by the Rockefeller Foundation

• The Office of Fellowships administers postdoctoral and senior 

fellowship awards on behalf of government agencies, supporting 

researchers throughout the application and award process.

The original headquarters of the National Academy of Sciences

located along the National Mall with the Lincoln Memorial in the

background. Photograph from the 1923-1924 NAS Annual Report.

The Keck Center is located in downtown Washington DC and serves

as the current headquarters of the National Academies of Sciences,

Engineering, and Medicine



NRC Research Associateship Program/Air Force Science 
& Technology Fellowship Program

The NRC Research Associateship Programs (RAP) were established in 

1954, modeled after the National Research Fellowship

The National Bureau of Standards (now NIST) was the first sponsor, 

followed by the Naval Research Laboratory in 1955.

AF STFP applications and awards are managed and administered in line 

with the NRC RAP awards.

The objectives of the programs are:

• To provide postdoctoral scientists and engineers of unusual 

promise and ability opportunities for research on problems 

largely of their own choice that are compatible with the interests 

of the sponsoring laboratories.

• To contribute to the overall efforts of the federal laboratories.

Photo credit: (1) NOAA NRC Associate (2) NRL Remote Sensing Division
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Key Resources for Applicants



Application Components

Guide has instructions for:

• Creating your account and profile

• Choosing a Research Opportunity

• Required uploads:

• Research proposal

• Dissertation abstract

• Previous and current research 

description

• Publications and presentations list

• Transcripts and supporting documents

• Reference letters All materials should present a clear and consistent narrative!



Everything starts with the Research Opportunity!



The research proposal

• ≤10 pages, including citations and figures

• Innovative, technically sound, feasible to complete in 2-3 years

• Represents the applicant’s own intellectual effort

• Details any anticipated and innovative outcomes that can be published, furthering 

knowledge in a field of science or engineering

• Key elements:

➢ Statement of the problem

➢ Background and relevance to previous work

➢ General methodology

➢ New or unusual methods

➢ Expected results and significance

➢ Literature cited

More details can be found 

in the Applicant Guide! 

https://www.nationalacademies.org/cdn/materials/9fba00d7-7d3b-4f00-acc5-1db59aa35203'
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Selection Process

All applications are evaluated by at least three reviewers on a 

100-point scale, with the final score an average of all the reviews 



Application evaluation elements

1. Academic and Research Record

• Educational background

• Previous research experience

• Publications and presentations

2. Letters of Recommendation

• At least three letters from individuals who have 

worked with the applicant and/or are acquainted 

with the applicant’s professional background

• Postdoctoral applicants must include dissertation 

adviser

3. Scientific Merit of the Proposed Research

• Clarity of objectives and methodology

• Technical/innovative quality of the work plan

• Feasibility of success in the proposed timeframe

• Qualifications of the applicant relative to the 

proposed research

4. Host Laboratory/Center Review

• Comments from the prospective Adviser and the 

Laboratory/Center's program committee or 

representative 

• Outlines the importance of the proposed research 

to the mission of the laboratory and capacity of the 

laboratory to support the research



Q&A

Thank you for joining!

Enter questions in the chat or use the raise hand feature to be called on



Key Dates

*If a deadline falls on a weekend or federal holiday, the deadline is moved to the next business day.



Information/Contact

NRC Research Associateship Programs

Website: https://www.nas.edu/rap

Email: rap@nas.edu

Air Force Science & Technology 

Fellowship Program

Website: https://www.nas.edu/afstfp

Email: afstfp@nas.edu

Other NASEM Opportunities

https://www.nationalacademies.org/fellowships-and-grants

https://www.nas.edu/rap
mailto:rap@nas.edu
https://www.nas.edu/afstfp
mailto:afstfp@nas.edu
https://www.nationalacademies.org/fellowships-and-grants
https://www.nationalacademies.org/fellowships-and-grants
https://www.nationalacademies.org/fellowships-and-grants
https://www.nationalacademies.org/fellowships-and-grants
https://www.nationalacademies.org/fellowships-and-grants
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