
THEMES  IN RETRACTED RES EARCH IN 
EGYP T AND MENA REGION 

WITH IN DEP TH ANALYS IS  ON P LAGIARIS M 
ROOT CAUS ES  AND RES P ONS IBILITIES

Rahma Menshawey,   MD. 
Ochsner Health Systems, New Orleans 



Retractions in Egypt  and 
the MENA region

Scattered article retractions the region with 
few in depth studies characterizing 
retractions in the North Africa region.
Quick search on Retraction Watch 
Database: Libya  18, Sudan 52, Tunis ia  150, 
Algeria  96, Morocco 67, Egypt 977



Are  we pa inting with broad brus hs trokes?  
Or do we  need to look deeper?  

• Do we run the risk of labelling or categorizing regions and 
countries without reaching specific and meaningful solutions? 

• Why you SHOULD consider Institutional perspectives when 
characterizing and analyzing retractions.   



Specialties of Concern 

• Anesthesia? Obgyn?

• "Bio logica lly im p la u sib le  
d ist r ib u t ion s"



Plagiarism  
“Immature poets imitate; mature poets steal; bad poets deface what they take, and good poets make it into something better, or at least something different.”  
T S Eliot, The Sacred Wood  

• " Perhaps, the most widely recognized unethical practice in medical writing is 
plagiarism. " (Das et all, 2011)

• Overall prevailing reasons for retraction are misconduct related, one of which is 
Plagiarism.  

• “plagiare”  to “kidnap.” Verbatim Plagiarism – Direct. Factors: Publish or Perish? Lazy 
writing?  Lack of Knowledge?  Lax or outdated policies? Technological Factors? Lack of 
tools? Cultural Factors? Language barriers?

• Plagiarism can be detected by the authors, journals, readers



Menshawey et al, 2023



Pitfalls in Plagiarism

• Inaccurate readings of score reports  - The 
problem with a 15% threshold

• Improper timing of screening  - is  one 
screen enough?

• Is  it cost effective – YES! Because the 
economic costs  of dealing with misconduct 
will always be GREATER.

• ALWAYS corroborate the score report with 
the manuscript to determine if verbatim 
plagiarism is  really there



Take Home message
• Be critical of your analysis  of retractions when focusing on regional issues 

in order to arise to more meaningful conclusions

• Plagiarism is  a prevalent global issue with unique risk factors, solutions, 
and an evolving landscape.

• In medical research, MISCONDUCT =  PATIENT HARM.  
         
• If misconduct is  a global issue, then regions should focus on defining 

themself by their response and attitudes towards research concerns



Retractions are Good?

• Science is  Self Correcting. Retractions are an inevitable part of the 
scientific world for reasons less  than misconduct.

• Retractions imply the presence of a healthy system that is  able to 
detect concerns AND Address them. That is  a Good thing.

• " A revitalised research culture that promotes ethics, and a no tolerance attitude towards 
misconduct is swiftly needed in this region to restore trust on the international scientific stage. 
Lasty, retractions should be interpreted as a positive trend that aims to rectify the scientific 
record which can only benefit individual and public health." (Menshawey et al, 2023)
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