Flawed Incentives and Fragile Oversight

Understanding the Roots of Research Misconduct
in South Asia

Achal Agrawal
Founder, India Research Watch (IRW)

India

Research NASEM Asia Pacific Regional Learning Session
Watch 12 November 2025




Disclaimer

* Misconduct Not specific to South Asia

* IRW follows India more closely, so more examples of
India
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Retraction Rates for India, China, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, United States
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What is the Reason?

Flawed Incentives

Research Evaluation Metrics

Too Much Focus on Quantity



Correlation between Increase in Publications and Retraction Rate
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Fig 3. We see a strong correlation between increased number of publications and retraction rate.
This shows the urgent need to reform policy to not incentivize quantity.

Source: Country-wise Retraction Analysis from 2022-2024. Increased Publishing Leading to Higher Retraction Rates.
Achal Agrawal, 2025, Zenodo Preprint




Who is incentivising Quantity?

All Major International Rankings

Even Quality is measured by Quantity of Citations
that is being Gamed
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Recent Example
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Proof that the ‘Stanford’ list is
Flawed rewarding misconduct
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US also ThePrint
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part of the

p ro b | em Indians are gaming US immigration to get Einstein visas
meant for top scientists

Immigration lawyers and experts in India told ThePrint that because the EB-1 visa category is intended for a country’s
“best of the best,” applications typically face less scrutiny.

SOUMYA PILLAI 27 June,

Agents have gamed the immigration and research system by offering a gamut of services. They
will write your research paper. They will get it published. They will get you a seat on peer review
boards. Put you on a jury panel, or better still, help you win an award. All of which give
researchers an edge in their visa application.

This, however, is muddying India's reputation in the global science community. Now,
researchers, lawyers and immigration policy experts are sounding the alarm bells.

Source: ThePrint, Soumya Pillai



Fragile Oversight

lIT Dhanbad Researcher With 34 Retractions Gets
Promoted As Associate Professor

In August 2018, former IIT Dhanbad Director had said that scientific misconduct by Prashant K
Sharma and Rashmi Madhuri appears serious and may attract major penalty. In April 2021,
Prashant Sharma was promoted as Associate Professor

Babies indulge in plagiarism
Kidls publish in predatory journals
Adults manipulate and/or duplicate images, use LLMs without disclosure
inue reviewing papers when their names are added during the reviewing process
ree dozen retfracted papers

Gods get promoted despite having nearly fl

Source: Science Chronicle, Prasad Ravindranath



Fragile Oversight

Source: QS Magazine, Rohan Mehra



Future Hope
nature
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NEWS 01 August 2025

India to penalize universities with
too many retractions

Having a lot of withdrawn papers will soon count against institutions but some warn the
policy could create issues.

By Smriti Mallapaty

Source: Nature News, Smriti Mallapaty
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