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Disclaimer

• Misconduct Not specific to South Asia
• IRW follows India more closely, so more examples of 

India



Our Solution

• Completely Unsupervised with no expert rules
• Leverage Author-Affiliation Co-Occurrence
• Using Author as context, one can see different 

spellings for the same affiliation
• Parallelized calculations of pairwise similarity



India
NOT the
Worst

Source:
PostPub.net



What is the Reason?

Flawed Incentives

Research Evaluation Metrics

Too Much Focus on Quantity



Evidence

Source: Country-wise Retraction Analysis from 2022-2024. Increased Publishing Leading to Higher Retraction Rates. 
Achal Agrawal, 2025, Zenodo Preprint

Increase in 
Publications 

leading to higher 
Retraction Rates?



Who is incentivising Quantity?
All Major International Rankings

Even Quality is measured by Quantity of Citations 
that is being Gamed

“Stanford List”



Recent Example



Flawed 
Incentives at 

Individual Level

Source: India Research Watch 
analysis of the “Stanford List” by 
Prof. John Ioannidis



US also 
part of the 
problem

Source: ThePrint, Soumya Pillai



Fragile Oversight

Source: Science Chronicle, Prasad Ravindranath



Fragile Oversight

Source: QS Magazine, Rohan Mehra



Future Hope

Source: Nature News, Smriti Mallapaty



Thank You

Questions to 
founder@irw.co.in
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