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STRENGTHENING RESEARCH GOVERNANCE AND 
OPEN SCIENCE 

The role of journal information systems in strengthening 
research governance and quality
From (true) open access to (true) open science
Collaboration: from local to regional, from regional to 

local and global

Pathways to integrity.



 An information system for scientific journals produced in Ibero- American 
countries
 Functions as a regional network with one institution per country
 Offers three main online services: 

- Directory (+ 28,000 titles) 
- Catalogue (nearly 4,000 online curated journals) 
- Article discoverer (+ 636,000 full text articles published in journals that are 
part of the Catalogue, through the collection of metadata).

 Promotes free-and-open access policies and good practices through courses, 
workshops and advice to editors.

www.latindex.org



PROMOTION OF GOOD EDITORIAL PRACTICES
 A strength of Latin American journals is that the great majority are genuinely 

open-access, with no fees involved, because they are produced and owned by 
public scholarly institutions.

 In 2002, Latindex members agreed on a methodology for assessing the editorial 
quality of scholarly journals, which included seven mandatory criteria. This was 
updated in 2018 to include extra criteria for online journals only. 

 The methodology covers 38 characteristics divided into five groups: basic 
features, presentation, editorial management, content and digital features.

 Standardization and best practices are promoted through various means.



DETECTION OF BAD EDITORIAL PRACTICES

 Latindex has published a guide on Identification and treatment of 
spurious journals.

 We have also established a Review Board to analyze spurious or 
fraudulent journals.

 Latindex partners inform the Board about suspicious practices.

 Fake or fraudulent journals are excluded from the Catalogue.

 Latindex and DOAJ share information on “predatory” journals.



CATALOGUE CRITERION 33: Value-added services
The journal should include value-added services such as multimedia formats, supplementary 

materials and open science practices related to the published documents. 

In this regard, journals are encouraged to establish procedures on how to deal with errata or 
retractions and how to make such cases public. 


	STRENGTHENING RESEARCH GOVERNANCE AND OPEN SCIENCE IN LATIN AMERICA� Institutional Collaboration and Regional Pathways for Integrity 
	STRENGTHENING RESEARCH GOVERNANCE AND OPEN SCIENCE 
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	CATALOGUE CRITERION 33: Value-added services

