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Electromagnetic Interference Subcommittee
The Electromagnetic Interference (EMI) Subcommittee is  charged 
with monitoring and re s ponding to is s ues  of inte rfe rence acros s  
the  e lec tromagne tic  s pec trum tha t may impact as tronomica l 
re s earch. It keeps a close watch on U.S. national and international 
regulatory developments, particularly at the U.S. Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC), where policy decisions can 
have profound impacts  on the ability of astronomers to access the 
spectrum for scientific discovery. It also coordinates with the Public 
Policy Subcommittee and AAS Policy staff to contribute toward AAS 
comments and statements on such actions.



Responding to FCC Filings & Proceedings
• Scraper to monitor FCC Daily 

Digest
• Template for streamlined drafting 

(standard formatting and 
language) 

• An active cohort of members 
volunteering their time to write 
submissions and conduct 
supporting technical assessments

• Coordination with other scientific 
professional societies
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SpaceX Orbital 
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Reflect Orbital
(sunlight as a 

service)



AAS 
Action 

Alert Over 1500 comments  on SpaceX
Orbital Data Center

Over 1800 comments  on Reflect Orbital



AAS 2025-2026 Actions – FCC Proceedings
Sate llite  Spectrum Abundance  (SB 25-180)

• Jul 2025: Comment; Aug 2025: Reply Comment
Modernizing Spectrum Sharing (SB 25-157)

• Aug 2025: Reply Comment
Modernizing the  Commis s ion’s  NEPA Rules  (WT 25-217)

• Sep 2025: Comment
Space  Modernization for the  21st Century (SB 25-306)

• Jan 2026: Comment; Feb 2026: Reply Comment
Upper C-band (GN 25-59)

• Feb 2026: Reply Comment
Facilita ting More  Intens ive  Us e  of Upper Microwave  Spectrum (SB 25-305)

• Feb 2026: Reply Comment
Recommendations  Approved by WRC Advis ory Committee  (OIA 24-30)

• Mar 2026: Comment



AAS 2025-2026 Actions – Satellite Filings

SpaceX MSS/SCS Cons te lla tion (SAT-LOA-20250916-00282; GN 25-340)
• Jan 2026: Comment

SpaceX Orbita l Data  Cente r (SAT-LOA-20260108-00016)
• Mar 2026: Petition to Deny, Reply Comment
• Public comment campaign with over 1500 submissions

Reflec t Orbita l (SAT-LOA-20250701-00129)
• Mar 2026: Petition to Deny [Reply Comment pending Reflect Orbital response]
• Public comment campaign with over 1800 submissions



Looking Forward
• AAS to join the Inter-American 

Telecommunication Commission 
(CITEL) of the Organization of 
American States (OAS) as an 
Associate Member

• Expanding astronomy presence 
in ITU-R Working Party 7D (radio 
astronomy)

• Continuing to monitor and 
respond to relevant FCC filings 

• Broader engagement with partner 
societies  with shared interests



Want to he lp? Contac t us ! 



Questions? 
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