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The Only Platform for Documenting Results Provenance in Science



The Wharton Credibility Lab

• 2015: AsPredicted     Pre-Registration Made Easy
• 2020: ResearchBox   Posting Data/Code/Materials Made Easy
• 2025: AsCollected     Results Provenance (Easy from the start)



Results provenance
How, when, where results made

Pre-Registration vs Results Provenance
AsPredicted vs AsCollected

Pre-Registration
What’s actually in the study?

Tells us: production plant, date, & batch 



Goals
Pre-registration:
Main: Separate exploratory from confirmatory
Incidental: thinking ahead

Results Provenance:
Main 1: Prevent data & results contamination (e.g., fraud & innocent errors)
Main 2: Facilitate cleanup when contamination is detected
(just like food traceability)

Incidental 1: Culture of code-review
Incidental 2: Credible credit to research doers



What exactly is “results-provenance”
1. When were data collected
2. Where
3. How
4. Who cleaned them
5. Who analyzed them
6. Who inspected the code
7. Who has copies of code & data

Still very much a trust system
But now we know who we are trusting and with what.
(and we know how to verify if needed)



CredibilityLab Key Design principles 

• Simplicity for
• Authors
• Readers

• Standardization
• Very much not 

• “dump your 60 page Word document here…
• … lets hope it contains what it should…
• …and hope readers can find it…



Next. Credibility Lab principles in AsCollected
 1. For Readers
 2. For Authors 



For Readers: every AsCollected is two tables

• Table 1: Who
• Table 2: When, Where, How
• Both in one URL like  https://ascollected.org/ABC_DEF

https://ascollected.org/ABC_DEF


• Next. Example of Table 1 





• Next. Table 2.





Next. Credibility Lab principles in AsCollected
 1. For Readers
 2. For Authors 













If you cannot name source because of NDA



And if you don’t have an NDA



Would documenting results provenance prevent fraud?
As the team with the most experience with fraud in soc science…
… we think so.
Let’s concretely consider a few cases.



Concrete Cases
1. Lacour (UCLA->Princeton  | door-to-door canvassing)
2. Toner-Rodgers (Star MIT PhD student | AI material science)
3. Sanna (Michigan | study in auditorium)
4. Ariely (possibly most famous social scientist |
      “don’t know who sent/received insurance data”)
5. Gino (HBS, altering spreadsheets)



Fraud’s most direct victims are coauthors
They are also science’s first line of defense

Victims/defenders
• Con men (and women) create and exploit ambiguity
• Uncomfortable for coauthors to disambiguate
• AsCollected gives excuse to be an A**hole and ask questions
• AsCollected also protects you from bad data you never touched
• Imagine Gino were innocent, and an

• RA, or maybe a
• Gift card scammer, or maybe  an
• Envious BU prof, or maybe a

• Set her up
• …she’d value having used AsCollected at >$25 million
• You can use it for free!



Traceability:
Prevention
Cleanup



ManyCoauthors.org
(precursor to AsCollected)

• After Gino case
• 135 co-authors asked about all of Gino’s papers

• Did she collect the data?
• Is the data posted? 

• A baby (retroactive) AsCollected



Example 1:



WTAF?



Back to the present: AsCollected



• Using AsCollected
• Makes life of fraudsters more stressful
• Makes life of potential victims less stressful

• You probably don’t think you will ever coauthor with a fraudster
• Nobody does
• Including the 135 Gino coauthors

• But even if you are right,
• Using AsCollected is still a public good.
• Think of the creeps.



• Onboarding at Wharton: We all keep doors open
• So that creeps keep theirs open

• (and we are not wrongly suspected of being creeps)



• If we all use AsCollected

• Fraudsters have to use AsCollected



ASCOLLECTED
Roll out strategy

• This talk. You can start this afternoon
• Management Science: required for all submissions
• Psychological Science: submissions not sharing data

• Public announcement  when Mgmt Science implements 


ASCOLLECTED

























ASCOLLECTED























ZASCOLLECTED
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