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Why is Phoenix getting hotter?
Combination of human-induced climate change and our expanding urban heat is land



Monsoon rain brings heat relief, but that is 
becoming less frequent

Big “heat dome” blocks moisture
and suppresses convection



• Hot and dry go hand-in-hand
• Failure of our monsoon leads to much hotter 
temperatures
• We are seeing that more often in a warming world
• 2023 and 2024 were among the hottest and driest 
monsoons on record



RECORD SUMMER HEAT STRETCHES INTO FALL
Phoenix breaks old “Dust Bowl” record for the most 
record-setting days in a row, by a full week!



MIND-NUMBING HEAT



IMPACTS TO 
FALL SPORTS

• These are for kickoffs  
mostly happening 
around 7 p.m.



IMPACTS TO SCHOOL RECESS 
AND SPORTS



IMPACTS TO MENTAL HEALTH

Extreme heat can lead to increased anger, rage, sadness  and depression



IMPACTS TO THE 
ECONOMY AND 
PERSONAL FINANCES

PEOPLE DON’T GO OUT AS 
MUCH DURING THE 

SUMMER. IT’S JUST TOO HOT!
 RESTAURANTS ARE NOT AS 

BUSY, FUN OUTDOOR 
PLACES LIKE TOP GOLF, 
ETC… ARE NOT AS BUSY.

UTILITY BILLS GO UP!
AC IS RUNNING 24-7

 AVERAGE-SIZE HOUSE BILL 
IN THE SUMMER IS BETWEEN 

$300-500 A MONTH 
MANY CAN’T AFFORD IT



Heat deaths are rising!   Even indoors.

Reported on ABC15 on May 1, 2025
APS shutoff power due to missed payments





HEAT DEATH NUMBERS ARE GROSSLY UNDERESTIMATED

We need a  
s tandardized way of 

reporting heat 
deaths  acros s  the  

country.

Heat res pons e  meas ures  need 
to be  taken in every c ity, county 

and town.  
Much of Arizona is  rural and 

without access to “Heat Relief 
Centers” like we have in Phoenix.

We need to decouple  heat res pons e  meas ures  from Exces s ive  
Heat Warnings . 

In long heat stretches, NWS may drop these warnings for a day or two 
when the temperature drops below 110, but 108 or 109 is  still life-

threatening heat. 



FOCUS ON “HEAT RISK” TO HEALTH AND SAFETY
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/heatrisk/

But this  should be  extended beyond 7 days  to he lp with planning to ge t resources  into rura l communities
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