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Ag e nt ic  vs . s t e p - by-
s t e p  a ut om a t ion

Trading off ‘rapidness’ and rigor 
in s ta t ic  or living  re vie ws



Sha p ing  t he  Proc e s s : Ag e nt ic  vs . St e p wis e  m od e l

“Agentic” “Step - b y- s tep  ‘mod ula r’ a utoma t ion”



Example: Automation of 
screening

Intensity of automation and type 
of automation depends on 
factors:
- Review methodology
- Impact or importance of review 

conclusions 
- Resources (feasibility of project 

- > Something better than 
nothing?) and labelled data 
available

- Team’s understanding of 
evaluation process, metrics, 
and their meaning

See RAISE [1] for more detailed 
guidance focussed on systematic 

i



Tools and how to use them (small selection from 
RAISE 3)

Agentic, Semantic 
Search: 
- Elicit
- NestedKnowledge
- Asta Find Papers

Screening 
(prioritised):
- EPPI Reviewer
- Abstrackr
- Covidence
- Rayyan

Screening and 
mapping (generative 
LLM):
- EPPI Reviewer
- Directly within 

Copilot, CHatGPT

Synthesis 
(qualitative):
- The agentic tools

Visual synthesis:
- EPPI Mapper
- EviAtlas

https://osf.io/fwaud/files/8dsgf


Pra c t ic a l a nd  ‘living ’ c ons id e ra t ions
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