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Anesthesiologists Role in Disasters and 
Large-Scale Emergencies

* Adapted from: Pretto, E. A., & Barach, P. (2008). Principles and practice of disaster medicine: what every anesthesiologist should know 
about responding to medical disasters. Advances in Anesthesia, 26, 175-199.

40-60% of all blood administered
in hospitals are given by 
anesthesia clinicians¥

¥Growe, G. H., Jenkins, L. C., & Naiman, S. C. (1991). Anesthesia training in transfusion medicine. 
Transfusion Medicine Reviews, 5(2), 152-156.



Key Strategies for 
Building National Blood 
Resilience
• Blood Conservation

• Blood Stewardship

• Innovative mitigation strategies



Patient Blood Management (PBM) Strategies































Crisis Standards of Care

Conventional Care Contingency Care Crisis Care

Hick J, Hanfling D, Wynia M. Hospital Planning for Contingency and Crisis Conditions: Crisis Standards of Care Lessons from COVID-19. Joint Commission Journal on Quality and Patient Safety, 2022; 48, 354-361
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