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COMMUNITY ENGAGED RESEARCH TO IMPROVE DIET, NUTRITION, AND HEALTH:  
A WORKSHOP 

 
September 3-4, 2026 | 11:00 am – 3:30 pm ET 

 
AGENDA 

 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2026 

 
11:00 am  WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION  

Susan Scrimshaw, Planning Committee Chair 
 
11:30 am SESSION 1:  Foundations for Effective Community-Engaged Research in 

Nutrition: Systems, Structures, and Partnerships 
Moderator: Melanie Hall, Feeding America 

 
Session Objectives: This session will explore what makes community engaged 
research in nutrition unique and identify the foundational principles, partnerships, 
and institutional supports needed to conduct meaningful, community-driven 
research that improves diet and health. 

 
11:35 am How Is Community Engaged Research in Nutrition Unique?  

Speaker:  Jill Reedy, National Cancer Institute  
 

12:00 pm Understanding and Alignment with Community Priorities around Food and 
Nutrition  
Speaker: Angela Odoms-Young, Cornell University  

 
12:30 pm Panel Discussion: Ensuring Community Representation and Perspective in 

Research Design in Nutrition-Related Work   
 
Panelist 1: Koushik Ahmed, University of Washington  
Panelist 2: Carmen George, Brigham & Women’s Hospital 
Panelist 3: Beatriz Sosa-Prado, Movimiento Alimenticio Integral (MAÍZ SFV) 
Panelist 4: Ronnie Webb, George Washington University 

 
1:00 pm Current Barriers & Solutions to Community Engaged Research in Nutrition  

Speaker: Uriyoán Colón-Ramos, Washington University  
 

1:30 pm BREAK 
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1:45 pm  SESSION 2:  Methodologies, Methods, and Frameworks for Community Engaged 
Research: Applied to Create a Movement of Change in Food and Nutrition  
Moderator: Ronald Kleinman, Massachusetts General for Children 

Session Objectives: This session will discuss methodologies, methods, and 
frameworks for learning about communities, identifying and prioritizing community 
needs, and adapting approaches to address those priorities. It will examine how 
community-engaged research redefines the role of the researcher by recognizing 
community members, practitioners, implementers, and academic investigators as 
equal partners in the generation and application of knowledge. 
 

1:50 pm Frameworks, Methodologies, and Methods in Community Engaged Research  
Speaker: Rachel Tabak, Washington University in St. Louis  

 
2:10 pm Methods for Learning with Communities and Understanding their Priorities  

Speaker: Namratha Kandula, Northwestern University 
 
2:30 pm  Moderated Q&A  
 
2:45 pm  Panel Discussion: Integrating Multi-Method and Multi-Discipline Approaches 

Panelist 1: Tak Igusa, Johns Hopkins University 
Panelist 2: Kathryn Yount, Emory University 
Panelist 3: Robert Rubinstein, Syracuse University 

 
3:25 pm  Closing Remarks  
  Susan Scrimshaw, Planning Committee Chair 
 
3:30 pm ADJOURN WORKSHOP DAY 1 
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2026 

 
11:00 am WELCOME   
  Susan Scrimshaw, Planning Committee Chair 
 
11:05 am SESSION 3: From Research to Relevance – Community Pathways to Nutrition 

Impact 
Moderator: Melissa Laska, University of Minnesota School of Public Health 
 
Session Objectives: This session will highlight several programs that have 
effectively engaged communities to improve uptake of evidence-based nutrition 
practices; explore the concepts of food sovereignty and nutrition as a component of 
a community’s spiritual and cultural identity; and address common challenges 
government and academic organizations face when communicating about nutrition 
research, programs, and guidelines with diverse communities. 
 

11:10 am Real-World Translation: Case Studies in Community Uptake of Nutrition 
Evidence and Community-Partnered Nutrition Implementation Research  

 Panelists:  

Case Study: School District of Philadelphia  
▪ Gabriella McLoughlin, Temple University 
▪ Elizabeth Keegan, School District of Philadelphia 
▪ Rabia Abdul, School District of Philadelphia 
▪ Jared Beck, School District of Philadelphia  

Case Study: FoodFARMacy 
▪ Kelsey Gardiner, University of Missouri-Kansas City 
▪ Janet Rhone, University Health – Community Health Strategies-Kansas City 
▪ Stephen Gray, University Health Behavioral Health-Kansas City 

 
12:00 pm The Pueblo Food Experience: Discussing and Rediscovering the Whole Foods of 

Our Ancestors 
Speaker:  Roxanne Swentzell, The Pueblo Food Experience 

 
12:30 pm  Beyond Uptake: Trust, Belonging, and the Co-Creation of Nutrition Knowledge 

Speaker:  Tambra Raye Stevenson, WANDA: Women Advancing Nutrition, Dietetics,  
  and Agriculture 

1:00 pm BREAK 
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1:10 pm SESSION 4: Mapping the Future of Community Engaged Food and Nutrition 

Research: Enduring and New challenges  
Moderator: Shiriki Kumanyika, University of Pennsylvania Perelman School of 
Medicine 

PART 1: New directions and innovations that could be integrated into community 
engaged research.  

  
1:15 pm  Community Engaged Nutrition Research in the Era of Artificial Intelligence  

Speaker: Bruce Y. Lee, CUNY  
 

1:35 pm Closing the Gap: Innovative Approaches to Shift the Paradigms that Have Been 
Used to Improve the Connections to Food-Based Nutrition 
Speakers: Amanda Storey and Shun Mack, Jones Valley Teaching Farm 

1:55 pm Moderated Q&A    
 
2:05 pm STRETCH BREAK 
 
2:10 pm PART 2: Two key issues for community engaged nutrition research that will endure 

for the foreseeable future, and proposed ways to address them. 
  
2:15 pm A Community-Rooted Perspective on the Issue of  Shared Priorities 

Speaker: Camryn Smith, Communities in Partnership  
 
2:35 pm A Community-Engaged Researcher’s Perspective on Resource and Power 

Sharing 
Speaker: Karen Emmons, Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 

 
2:55 pm  Moderated Q&A 
 
3:05 pm A Funder’s Perspective 

Speaker: Monica Valdes Lupi, The Kresge Foundation 
 
3:25 pm CLOSING REMARKS  

Susan Scrimshaw, Planning Committee Chair 
 
3:30 pm WORKSHOP ADJOURNS 
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Workshop Planning Committee  
 

 
Susan C. Scrimshaw, PhD (Chair) 

Past President 

Russell Sage College 

 

Uriyoán Colón Ramos, ScD, MPA 

Associate Professor 

Bursky School of Public Health 

Washington University 

 

Melanie M. Hall, MS, RD  

Chief Health, Research, and Evaluation 

Officer 

Feeding America 

 

David Emmett Hayes-Bautista, PhD, MA 

Distinguished Professor of Medicine 

David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 

Director, Center for the Study of Latino 

Health and Culture at UCLA 

 

Ronald E. Kleinman, MD 

Physician in Chief, Emeritus 

MassGeneral Brigham Pediatrics 

Charles Wilder Distinguished Professor of 

Pediatrics 

Harvard Medical School 

 

Shiriki K. Kumanyika, PhD, MPH 

Professor Emerita 

University of Pennsylvania Perelman School 

of Medicine 

Melissa N. Laska, PhD 

McKnight Distinguished University Professor 

Division of Epidemiology & Community 

Health 

School of Public Health 

University of Minnesota 

 

Jennifer G. Reynolds, MPH 

Senior Manager, Health Communications 

and Marketing 

Oak Ridge Associated Universities (ORAU) 

 

Consultant and NAM Fellow 

Nilay S. Shah, MD, MPH 

Assistant Professor of Medicine 

(Cardiology), Preventive Medicine, and 

Medical Social Sciences 

Northwestern University Feinberg School of 

Medicine 


