
 

  

 

   
 

Community Engaged Research to Improve Diet, Nutrition, and Health: A Workshop 
 

September 3-4, 2026 | 11:00 am – 3:30 pm ET 
 

SPEAKER BIOS 

Welcome and Introduction  

Susan C. Scrimshaw, PhD, is past president of Russell Sage College, Troy and Albany, NY. 
Previous positions include president of Simmons College, Boston, Massachusetts, dean of 
the School of Public Health at the University of Illinois at Chicago, and associate dean of 
Public Health and Professor of Public Health and Anthropology at the University of 
California at Los Angeles. She currently serves on the Board of Directors of Speare 
Memorial Hospital in Plymouth, NH. She recently co-chaired the National Academies of 
Science Committee on Women's Empowerment, Population Dynamics, and 
Socioeconomic Development and co-edited the committee report (2025). Earlier, she 
chaired the National Academy of Sciences Committee on Birth Settings and co-edited the 
report Birth Settings in America: Outcomes, Quality, Access and Choice (National 
Academies Press 2020). She was lead editor for the second edition of The Handbook of 
Social Studies in Health and Medicine, (2021, Sage Publications, London). Her research 
includes community participatory research methods, combining qualitative and 
quantitative research methods, health disparities, pregnancy outcomes, health 
communication, and culturally appropriate delivery of health care. When she was elected 
to the National Academy of Medicine (NAM) in 1993, she and her father, Dr. Nevin S. 
Scrimshaw became the first father/daughter members of the NAM. She is a fellow of the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science and the American Anthropological 
Association. She served on the Chicago and Illinois State Boards of Health and the New 
York State Minority Health Council. She is past president of the Society for Medical 
Anthropology, and former chair of the Association of Schools of Public Health. She was a 
member of the board of governors of the US-Mexico Foundation for Science (FUMEC) for 
10 years and served as board president for 3 of those years. Her honors include the 
Yarmolinsky Medal, given by the National Academy of Medicine for distinguished service, 
the Margaret Mead Award from the American Anthropological Association, and a Hero of 
Public Health gold medal awarded by President Vicente Fox of Mexico. Dr. Scrimshaw lived 
in Guatemala until age 16. She speaks Spanish, French and Portuguese. She obtained a 
PhD in anthropology from Columbia University. 
 
SESSION 1:  Foundations for Effective Community-Engaged Research in Nutrition: 
Systems, Structures, and Partnerships 
 
Jill Reedy, PhD, MPH, RDN, is chief of the Health Behaviors Research Branch (HBRB) of 
the Behavioral Research Program (BRP) in NCI's Division of Cancer Control and Population 
Sciences (DCCPS). Previously, she was the branch chief in the Risk Factor Assessment 
Branch of the Epidemiology and Genomics Research Program (2019-2026) and a program 



 

  

 

   
 

director in DCCPS from 2007-2019. As branch chief, Dr. Reedy oversees the research 
portfolio focused on advancing the measurement of modifiable risk factors and developing 
and evaluating multilevel interventions to improve health behaviors and the policies, 
systems, and environments that shape them across the cancer continuum, from 
prevention through survivorship. Her scientific interests include the assessment of dietary 
patterns across the life course, dietary surveillance, and whole-of-systems approaches to 
obesity research. Dr. Reedy serves on several NIH collaborations and working groups with 
other federal partners. She is the program officer for the Diet Assessment Center for 
the Nutrition for Precision Health, powered by All of Us Research Program, which focuses 
on improving diet assessment methodologies through validation, evaluation, and modeling 
efforts. Dr. Reedy partners with colleagues at NCI, the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA), the National Collaborative on Childhood Obesity Research (NCCOR), 
World Cancer Research Fund (WCRF), and the American Institute for Cancer Research 
(ACIR), to develop resources for researchers including the Dietary Assessment Primer; the 
NCCOR Measures Registry Resource Suite; the NCCOR Catalogue of Surveillance 
Systems; the WCRF/AICR Score; and the Healthy Eating Index. Dr. Reedy first joined NCI as 
a fellow with the Cancer Prevention Fellowship Program. Dr. Reedy is a registered dietitian 
nutritionist and previously worked as a regional manager at the Dairy Council of California, 
a consultant with the California Nutrition Network, and a pediatric dietitian. 
 
Angela Odoms-Young, PhD, is the Nancy Schlegel Meinig associate professor of Maternal 
and Child Nutrition at Cornell University. Dr. Odoms-Young’s research examines how 
social and structural factors shape dietary behaviors and contribute to disparities in diet-
related chronic diseases. Using a life course approach, she investigates how intersecting 
systems of social stratification influence food access, food security, dietary patterns, and 
health outcomes, particularly in historically marginalized communities. Her work focuses 
on developing and evaluating culturally responsive programs and policies that advance 
whole-person health, healing, and community resilience. By connecting research, 
practice, and policy, she uses community-engaged approaches to strengthen community 
capacity, support sustainable food systems, and improve nutritional well-being. Beyond 
her research, Dr. Odoms-Young has played a pivotal role in shaping national food and 
nutrition policy. She has served on advisory committees and boards including the National 
Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine (NASEM) Food and Nutrition Board, 
contributing her expertise to critical policy and research discussions related to advancing 
nutrition science. She also served on national committees tasked with developing nutrition 
standards for the National School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program and 
revising the food packages for the Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, 
and Children (WIC). Additionally, she recently co-chaired the 2020 Dietary Guidelines for 
Americans Scientific Review Committee. Through these roles, she has helped shape 
policies that impact millions of families, ensuring that federal nutrition programs better 
meet the needs of diverse communities. Her work continues to drive systemic change, 
fostering healthier, more equitable food environments nationally. 

https://commonfund.nih.gov/nutritionforprecisionhealth
https://dietassessmentprimer.cancer.gov/
https://www.nccor.org/nccor-tools/mrresourcesuite/
https://www.nccor.org/nccor-tools/catalogue/
https://www.nccor.org/nccor-tools/catalogue/
https://epi.grants.cancer.gov/wcrf-aicr-score/
https://epi.grants.cancer.gov/hei/


 

  

 

   
 

 
Md Koushik Ahmed is an implementation science researcher focused on understanding 
how evidence-based health and social interventions can be designed, implemented, 
adapted, and sustained in real-world health systems and communities. A central 
methodological interest in his work is community-engaged research, particularly how 
meaningful engagement with communities and other stakeholders can inform intervention 
design, enhance contextual relevance and acceptability, and strengthen implementation, 
uptake, equity, and sustainability. He is interested in approaches that bring together 
evidence, community knowledge, and health-system perspectives to translate research 
into practice across diverse populations and settings. His research spans diabetes 
prevention and care, maternal and perinatal mental health, infectious diseases, refugee 
and migrant health literacy, and community-based health promotion. Across these areas, 
he examines how evidence-based interventions can be effectively implemented and 
adapted to diverse contexts, with a particular focus on health equity, prevention, and 
addressing social and structural determinants of health. His work spans diverse global 
health contexts, including Bangladesh, Morocco, Ghana, and the United States. 
Methodologically, he specializes in implementation science and evidence synthesis 
approaches, including scoping reviews, realist methodologies, quasi-experimental 
designs, and longitudinal health services research using large secondary datasets. He 
applies implementation frameworks such as RE-AIM to evaluate interventions in real-world 
settings and to inform strategies for adaptation, scale-up, and sustainability. His 
scholarship has been published in public health and global health journals, including PLOS 
Neglected Tropical Diseases, International Journal for Equity in Health, BMC Public Health, 
Social Work in Public Health, and PLOS Global Public Health. Overall, his research 
contributes to global health and implementation science by generating evidence on how 
interventions can be implemented more effectively, equitably, and sustainably through 
approaches that are responsive to community needs and real-world health-system 
contexts. 
 
Carmen George, MS, [Navajo] is from a small community on the Navajo Reservation near 
the four corners of the U.S. called Beclabito, NM. George has been working at Mass 
General Brigham-Division of Global Health Equity as the sr. project manager for the past 5 
years. George has worked on several projects for the past 20 years, including the Fruit and 
Vegetable prescription program, Healthy Navajo Stores Initiatives, Evaluation of the Navajo 
Junk Food Tax, Food is Medicine Project for Heart Patients and Water is K’é. Water is K’é is 
a community-led initiative to promote water with children 2-7 years old. 
 
Beatriz Sosa-Prado, MS, is a public health leader and educator with more than 15 years of 
experience advancing health equity across California in the nonprofit sector. Sosa-Prado 
leads with a deep commitment to culturally rooted health education, working to improve 
health outcomes for Latino communities. She does this specifically by expanding 
plant-predominant nutrition education, fostering community engagement, and 



 

  

 

   
 

advancing health policy. Grounded in her lived experience as a formerly undocumented, 
uninsured, first-generation immigrant woman, Sosa-Prado’s philosophy centers dignity, 
cultural relevance, and community empowerment. In 2025, she founded Movimiento 
Alimenticio Integral de la Zona del Valle de San Fernando, or MAÍZ SFV, also known as 
Traditional Plant-Based Initiative in Los Angeles. MAÍZ SFV is a community-based 501(c)3 
nonprofit organization that addresses the social determinants of health by supporting and 
empowering Latino communities with plant-based nutrition education in Spanish that is 
rooted in wholesome food, is culturally relevant, and promotes lifelong health and 
wellness. Sosa-Prado received her undergraduate degree in Psychology from the 
University of California, Irvine, and graduate education from California State University, 
Long Beach, and the University of California, Merced. 
 
Ronnie Webb, Jr. is a public health and food justice professional, environmental justice 
leader, and social entrepreneur based in Washington, D.C. He serves as institute 
administrator, community engagement at George Washington University’s Global Food 
Institute and Center for Community Resilience, where he leads partnerships with 
community leaders and residents in Wards 7 and 8 to advance equitable, community-
informed food access solutions. Ronnie is the founder and CEO of Corner Water and co-
founder and executive director of The Green Scheme, advancing health equity through 
environmental education and food systems change. He previously served as an elected 
member of the District of Columbia Food Policy Council, advising city leadership on 
equitable food systems policy. He is an Aspen Food & Society Fellow and recipient of a 
Lifetime Achievement Award from the Obama Administration. 
 
Uriyoán Colón Ramos, ScD, MPA, is a public health nutrition scientist with expertise in 
the use of community-participatory mixed methods approaches. She directs the Diet 
Disparities Co-Lab, where she studies what people eat, why they make those choices, and 
how policies and programs can best facilitate health promoting diet behaviors. She has 
worked extensively across the Americas to examine how policies and nutritional guidance 
align with the lived experiences of the communities that she works with. Colón Ramos is 
currently an associate professor at the Bursky School of Public Health in Washington 
University (WashU), MO. Before joining WashU she was an associate professor with the 
Milken Institute School of Public Health at George Washington University (GW) and was an 
affiliated faculty member of the Global Food Institute at GW. Her research program has 
been supported by private foundations and federal agencies and is often published in diet 
and nutrition-related journals including the Journal of Nutrition, the Journal of the Academy 
of Nutrition and Dietetics, Public Health Nutrition. Dr. Colón Ramos earned a Doctor of 
Science (ScD) in Nutrition from Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health and a Bachelor 
of Arts and Master of Public Administration (MPA) from Cornell University. 
 
  



 

  

 

   
 

SESSION 2:  Methodologies, Methods, and Frameworks for Community Engaged 
Research: Applied to Create a Movement of Change in Food and Nutrition 
 
Rachel Tabak, PhD, RD, works on improving public health by promoting healthy nutrition 
and physical activity and preventing chronic diseases. Her main focus areas are 
interventions and environment and policy influences for promotion of healthy eating and 
activity behaviors in a number of community settings. This includes healthy eating and 
activity promotion embedded within home visiting. Dr. Tabak’s work includes translation 
and evaluation of evidence-based chronic disease prevention interventions that allow for 
broad reach. She examines how key partners, including researchers, advocates, and 
policymakers, affect how research evidence is transformed into programs and policies. 
 
Namratha Kandula, MD, MPH, is a professor of medicine and preventive medicine at 
Northwestern University and a physician-scientist whose work is at the intersection of 
community-engaged research, implementation science, and cardiovascular disease 
prevention. For more than two decades, she has partnered with communities to 
understand how social and cultural contexts influence health and to translate those 
insights into effective, culturally responsive strategies for improving physical activity, diet, 
and cardiovascular outcomes.  
 
Tak Igusa, PhD, is a professor in the Departments of Civil & Systems Engineering and 
International Health at Johns Hopkins University. Since 2011, his research has focused on 
integrating systems science methods into public health research, with an emphasis on 
nutrition and food environments. A hallmark of this approach is the integration of 
community-based participatory research with transparent computational models that 
support collaborative learning. The overarching goal has been to develop decision-support 
tools that communities can trust, understand, and use to improve real-world outcomes. 
This systems science approach has led to collaborations with interdisciplinary research 
teams across Johns Hopkins and beyond and has been supported by a wide range of 
federal agencies and philanthropic organizations. Among the many colleagues with whom 
he has had the privilege of working are several participants in this workshop, including Drs. 
Kumanyika, Lee and, most recently, Colón Ramos. 
 
Kathryn Yount, PhD, is Asa Griggs Candler professor of Global Health (2012) and 
professor of Global Health and Sociology (2015) at Emory University. Her research centers 
on the social determinants of women’s health. She routinely integrates mixed-methods 
approaches into cross-cultural observational studies, the co-design and adaptation of 
evidence-based health education programs, randomized controlled trials, and national 
implementation trials of scaled evidence-based interventions (EBIs) to reduce social, 
health, and economic disparities in lower-income communities and populations, with a 
focus on adolescents and young adults. She has been funded continuously since 2002 
from U.S. federal agencies, private foundations, and foreign agencies to work in parts of 



 

  

 

   
 

Asia, Latin America, the Middle East, Sub-Saharan Africa, and Atlanta. Through the 
development of longstanding cross-cultural partnerships and consortia, she has 
contributed 300 team-science publications in the social sciences and global health. 
 
Robert Rubinstein, PhD, MsPH, is distinguished professor of Anthropology and professor 
of International Relations in the Maxwell School of Syracuse University.   He is an 
anthropologist with expertise in political and medical anthropology and in social science 
history and research methods. In political anthropology, Dr. Rubinstein’s work focuses on 
cross-cultural aspects of conflict and dispute resolution, including negotiation, mediation 
and consensus building. He is an originator of the field of the anthropology of 
peacekeeping. Since 1985, he has conducted empirical research and policy studies in this 
field. As a medical anthropologist, Dr. Rubinstein focuses on conflict and health, 
inequalities in access to health care and the implications of those disparities for the health 
of populations, and on the integration of qualitative and quantitative research 
methodologies. Together with Sandra Lane, PhD, MPH he developed the Community 
Action Research and Education (CARE) model of research. Dr. Rubinstein has conducted 
research throughout the Middle East, and in Belize and Mexico and, in the United States, in 
Atlanta, Chicago and Syracuse. His work has been supported by grants from over twenty 
foundations and agencies, including: The Ford Foundation, the Edna McConnell Clark 
Foundation, the National Institutes of Mental Health, the Ploughshares Fund, The United 
States Institute of Peace, the Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research, and 
the William T. Grant Foundation. He has published more than 100 articles in journals and 
books and is author or editor of ten books and research monographs. Rubinstein received 
the 2026 Sol Tax Distinguished Service Award from the Society for Applied Anthropology, 
the 2016 Victor Sidel and Barry Levy Award for Peace from the American Public Health 
Association and the 2010 Robert B. Textor and Family Prize for Excellence in Anticipatory 
Anthropology from the American Anthropological Association.  
 
SESSION 3: From Research to Relevance – Community Pathways to Nutrition Impact 
 
Gabriella M. McLoughlin, PhD, MS, is an associate professor in the Department of Social 
and Behavioral Sciences in the College of Public Health at Temple University where she 
directs the RISE (Research in Implementation Science to Advance Equity) Lab. Dr. 
McLoughlin received training in implementation science in chronic disease prevention as a 
research associate at Washington University in St. Louis funded by the National Cancer 
Institute. She completed several implementation science fellowships funded by the 
National Institutes of Health; such training has prepared her to lead innovative work to 
align policy evaluation with implementation science, using community-engaged 
approaches. Dr. McLoughlin is deeply committed to improving implementation of 
evidence-based policies and programs to address health inequities and is currently funded 
on a K01 Career Development award and a R03 grant through the National Heart, Lung, 
and Blood Institute (NHLBI). This work focuses on improving the equitable impact of 
Universal School Meals through an implementation mapping process in collaboration with 

https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=Kza0830AAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao


 

  

 

   
 

the School District of Philadelphia. She and her team have built a Community Advisory 
Board (CAB) to facilitate this work and learn from the expertise of the broader Philadelphia 
community. Other funded projects at the RISE lab focus on designing for dissemination 
and sustainability (D4DS) to enhance equitable dissemination of research evidence 
(funded by the National Institute for Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Disorders), 
developing measurement tools for policy evaluation grounded in health equity and social 
justice (funded by the Urban School Food Alliance), and improving the implementation of 
local and international programs for healthy eating and physical activity. 
 
Elizabeth Keegan is the Coordinator of Dietetic Services for the School District of 
Philadelphia. She oversees the menu, supplies, and procurement for the Office of Food 
Services at all district schools. She is a licensed Registered Dietitian and School Nutrition 
Specialist with a Master of Science in Human Nutrition. Elizabeth found her passion for 
school nutrition when she was offered the opportunity to work for the School District of 
Philadelphia while earning her master’s degree at Drexel University. She completed her 
dietetic internship at the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, where 
she gained valuable experience in school nutrition at both the state and local levels. Since 
completing her internship program, Elizabeth has worked with various child and senior 
nutrition programs, where she was responsible for menu planning and development. 
Elizabeth is happy to be in Philadelphia, where her career in school nutrition began. She 
loves her work and is proud to play a role in ensuring that children have access to 
nutritious meals! 
 
Rabia Abdul is a Lead Food Service Worker with the School District of Philadelphia and a 
culinary professional with over 18 years of experience in the culinary industry. She began 
her academic journey pursuing an Associate Degree in Culinary Arts and Science and is 
currently working toward her Bachelor’s Degree in Early Childhood Education. Alongside 
her role in food service, Rabia is passionate about teaching culinary arts to students in 
grades 3–8. Her passion for teaching stems from her own experience as a middle school 
student, when she had the opportunity to participate in a culinary class—an opportunity 
she recognizes is no longer available to many students today. Through hands-on culinary 
education, she strives to give back to students, build confidence and life skills, and inspire 
the next generation. Rabia is also proud to have been involved with the RISE Program, 
which provided an opportunity to take a closer look at the meals being served to students 
within the School District of Philadelphia. She was honored to present at a trauma 
conference, sharing her perspective and experiences surrounding the impact of food and 
nutrition on students and communities. Her long-term goal is to continue creating 
opportunities for students and organizations to grow within the culinary field. Through 
education, mentorship, and service, Rabia hopes to help rebuild and empower our youth in 
any way possible, while using her passion for culinary arts to make a lasting difference in 
her community. 
 



 

  

 

   
 

Jared Beck is a Community Schools Coordinator with Philadelphia's Mayor's Office of 
Education, serving the Alain Locke Elementary School in West Philadelphia. He manages a 
large cross-sector partner coalition, connecting families to food access, housing, health, 
and community resources. His work includes a produce distribution program, which 
moved over 35,000 pounds of produce into the homes of school families and neighbors. 
He serves on the boards of The Enterprise Center CDC, CHOP's Healthier Together 
Initiative, Greener Partners, and CommUnity Garden at The Creek, extending his work in 
community health and food systems beyond the school building. Jared's approach to 
community engagement draws on network science, particularly the work of Damon 
Centola, and he applies the same rigor to building partnerships and measuring their on-
the-ground impact. 
 
Kelsey Gardiner, PhD, is an assistant professor of Health Sciences at the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City. She has over a decade of experience both as a practitioner and 
researcher within the field of Community and Public Health Nutrition (CPHN). This 
includes engaging in national service as the Chair of the American Society for Nutrition 
CPHN research interest section and an established program of research that uses a 
community focused approach to address food and nutrition access as a Social 
Determinant of Health (SDoH). 
 
Janet Rhone brings more than 24 years of experience in social services at University 
Health and has spent the past decade leading the Healthy Harvest Mobile Market, 
expanding access to nutritious foods in underserved communities. As a pioneer of the 
FoodFARMacy Initiative, she has been instrumental in developing innovative strategies that 
address food insecurity and chronic disease to improve community health outcomes. 
Janet holds a Master of Arts in Secondary Education from Kansas State University. Guided 
by her belief that all communities deserve access to high-quality services, she is deeply 
committed to advancing equitable opportunities and delivering meaningful, high-quality 
support to those she serves. 
 
Stephen Gray, LCSW, is a program director for Intensive Community Services at University 
Health Behavioral Health (UHBH) in Kansas City, MO.  He has 24 years of experience from 
direct community support services to intake & crisis assessment to program management 
& direction.  Stephen holds a Master of Social Work from University of Missouri-Kansas 
City.  He has been responsible for oversight of the Food FARMacy Initiative within UHBH 
community support services from 2024 to 2026. 
 
  



 

  

 

   
 

Roxanne Swentzell grew up sculpting, making pottery, building with adobe, and 
gardening. Born in 1962 in Taos, NM, into a family of Santa Clara Pueblo Artists (Naranjos), 
Roxanne grew up with her two sisters in a creative environment.  As a young child, she 
wasn’t able to communicate due to a speech impediment, but her mother handed her 
some clay and Swentzell found a new language. She sculpted human figurines depicting 
something going on in her life that she wanted others to know. Swentzell was later able to 
attend the Institute of American Indian Arts while finishing her high school credits. She 
then went on to study at the Portland Museum Art School in Oregon but after a year she 
returned home to be closer to her Native Culture and raise her two children. She built a 
solar adobe house by hand for her and her children at Santa Clara Pueblo. During this time, 
Swentzell was introduced to Permaculture and with the help of Joel Glanzberg and Brett 
Bakker, they started the non-profit Flowering Tree Permaculture Institute in 1989. 
Swentzell’s home site was the place they would experiment with the practices of 
permaculture and teach. Soon it became clear that Swentzell’s ties to Pueblo culture 
steered the organization into cultural preservation and ways to become more self-
sufficient. She has written and had published, “Our Home” an experimental place in 
sustainable life-ways, “Droppings” an occasional newsletter for the community, “Extra-
ordinary People” (NM Magazine Artist Series), a number of “how-to” booklets, and her 
latest on the diet of her people “The Pueblo Food Experience” (Museum of NM Press). 
Swentzell also created The Tower Gallery in Pojoaque, NM, where she displayed and sold 
her artwork. These days, Swentzell tends gardens and animals, makes sculptures, teaches 
building and gardening skills, and gives talks all around the country on her art, work in the 
tribe, and permaculture.  
 
Tambra Raye Stevenson, MPH, MA, is the founder and chief executive officer of WANDA: 
Women Advancing Nutrition, Dietetics, and Agriculture, and a PhD candidate in 
communication at American University. A public health nutritionist and health 
communication scholar-practitioner, she has more than 15 years of experience spanning 
nutrition policy, community-engaged research, government, and global food systems. Her 
work examines how trust, belonging, culture, technology, and shared authority shape 
nutrition knowledge and health outcomes, with particular emphasis on maternal food as 
medicine and child nutrition. Stevenson served on the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
National Agricultural Research, Extension, Education, and Economics Advisory Board, 
D.C. Food Policy Council, and co-chaired the Nutrition Security Working Group of the Tufts 
Food & Nutrition Innovation Council. She serves on the Milken Institute's Food as Medicine 
Advisory Board, Child Nutrition Education Leadership Network, Oldways African Heritage 
and Health Advisory Board, and the National Food Museum. Her previous service includes 
roles across three federal agencies, the DC Mayor's Office, Cooperative Extension, 
academia, and international development. She was named a National Geographic Traveler 
of the Year and a Union of Concerned Scientists Science Defender. Stevenson earned a BS 
in nutritional sciences from Oklahoma State University, an MPH from Tufts University, and 
an MA in media, technology, and democracy from American University where she has 



 

  

 

   
 

served as an adjunct faculty teaching media. She completed her dietetic internship at 
Dominican University. 
 
SESSION 4: Mapping the Future of Community Engaged Food and Nutrition Research: 
Enduring and New challenges 
 
Bruce Y. Lee, MD, MBA is a professor of Health Policy and Management at the City Uni-
versity of New York (CUNY) School of Public Health where he is the executive director of 
the Center for Advanced Technology and Communication in Health (CATCH). Dr. Lee is al-
so the executive director of PHICOR (Public Health Computational and Operations Re-
search), which he founded in 2007, and the founder and CEO of Symsilico, which develops 
and uses computational methods, models, and tools to help decision-making. His previ-
ous positions include serving as professor by courtesy at the Johns Hopkins Carey Busi-
ness School, associate professor of International Health at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health, executive director of the Global Obesity Prevention Center 
(GOPC), director of operations research at the International Vaccine Access Center (IVAC), 
associate professor at the University of Pittsburgh, senior manager at Quintiles 
Transnational, working in biotechnology equity research at Montgomery Securities, and co-
founding Integrigen. Dr. Lee is a systems modeler, computational and digital health expert, 
writer, and health journalist. He has over two decades of experience in industry and aca-
demia developing mathematical and computational models to assist a wide range of 
decision makers in health and public health. He has been the principal investigator for 
projects supported by a variety of organizations and agencies and has served as a systems 
science and modeling expert for numerous advisory boards and committees such as the 
National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine committee to evaluate the 
Dietary Guidelines for Americans process. Dr. Lee has written extensively for the general 
media. He is a Senior Contributor for Forbes, covering a wide range of health-related topics 
including medicine, wellness, digital health and the business of health and having written 
over 1,200 articles. His writing has also appeared in a number of other media outlets 
including The New York Times, Time, The Guardian, the HuffPost, and the MIT Technology 
Review. Dr. Lee received his BA from Harvard University, MD from Harvard Medical School, 
and MBA from the Stanford Graduate School of Business. He completed his internal 
medicine residency training at the University of California, San Diego. 
 
Amanda Storey is the executive director of Jones Valley Teaching Farm, where she has 
been a passionate advocate, volunteer, and leader for more than 10 years. A Birmingham 
resident since 2000, Storey began her career in journalism before moving into community 
health, food access, and policy work. Since joining Jones Valley Teaching Farm, she has 
helped grow the organization’s annual budget from $900,000 to $3.5 million (an average 
increase of approximately 22% per year) and its staff from 6 to 31 full-time employees. 
Under her leadership, JVTF has expanded its Good School Food program to 16 Birmingham 
City Schools, reaching more than 5,000 students annually, and opened the Center for Food 



 

  

 

   
 

Education, which now welcomes more than 3,500 visitors each year. Her work is rooted in 
a belief that food can strengthen communities and create lasting change. 
 
Shun Mack is the education product manager at Jones Valley Teaching Farm. Mack 
oversees Camp Grow and Field Trip operations, collaborates on consultations with her 
supervisor, and develops teacher training opportunities to help educators incorporate 
food-based learning into their curriculum. Mack’s journey with JVTF began in 2016 as an 
intern, where she organized events to promote the Woodlawn High School farm. After 
graduating, she pursued culinary arts, led Woodlawn’s Farm Club, and joined as an 
instructor in 2019. Mack is dedicated to breaking down stigmas around Black farming and 
bridging the gap between communities and their food sources through engaging, hands-on 
education. 
 
Camryn Smith is a proud resident of Old East Durham and a community activist & 
organizer. She has been serving in place-based development work for over 23 years both 
stateside and abroad. Smith is one of the founding members of Communities In 
Partnership (CIP), a community-rooted organizing and education group based in Old East 
Durham and serves as the founding executive director. CIP focuses on addressing policy 
and systemic inequity for BIPOC and materially poor people within Durham focusing on 
social determinants of health, economic development, gentrification, and housing. 
Camryn is a RWJF Culture of Health Leader (Cohort 3), and an Aspen Institute Healthy 
Communities Fellow (Cohort 2022). She also serves locally as co-chair of Organizing 
Against Racism-Durham as well as serving as a member of the Racial Equity Taskforce for 
the City of Durham and the Built2Last/Durham Compact Board of Advisors. She also 
serves on the Executive and Steering Committees for the Equitable Food Oriented 
Development (EFOD) which is a national collaborative of food systems organizations run 
by black and brown communities to reshape the narrative surrounding food, community 
and economic development centered in black and brown liberation. She also co-authored 
a peer reviewed article with another CIP co-founder (Aliyah Abdur-Rahman) and 2 
academic partners (Dr. Danielle Spurlock UNC-CH City and Regional Planning and Dr. Kay 
Jowers J.D. Duke’s Nicholas Institute of the Environment) on the ideology of how CIP was 
founded and operates from a developmental model versus the common charity based 
model. Smith also was an attributing co-author for a chapter in a peer reviewed 
publication. The book, Nurturing Food Justice is soon to be released in 2025, and the 
chapter titled “Decolonized, Community-Rooted TM Food Justice: the Process of Shifting 
Power and Decision Making in Food Systems Planning Processes” published by MIT Press 
is her latest co-written contribution. She has also been chosen along with her close 
colleague, Jen Zuckerman to participate in Storia Summit, which is an intensive writing 
immersion for socially driven change makers and leaders to help ground their first 
published non-fiction book. Additionally, CIP was chosen to participate in the Kresge 
Foundation’s Fostering Urban Equitable Leadership (FUEL), which is an initiative to support 
the talent and leadership development needs of Kresge Grantees with a specific focus on 

https://communitiesinpartnership.org/
https://communitiesinpartnership.org/
https://cultureofhealth-leaders.org/
https://www.aspenhc.org/
https://www.aspenhc.org/
https://www.efod.org/
https://www.efod.org/
https://www.metropolitiques.eu/Community-Rooted-Organizations-Enhanced-Accountability-and-Capacity-Building.html
https://planning.unc.edu/faculty/spurlock/
https://nicholasinstitute.duke.edu/people/kay-jowers
https://nicholasinstitute.duke.edu/people/kay-jowers
https://www.storiasummit.com/
https://kresge.org/initiative/fostering-urban-equitable-leadership-fuel/
https://kresge.org/initiative/fostering-urban-equitable-leadership-fuel/


 

  

 

   
 

racial equity and developing the leadership in emerging BIPOC leaders nationally as well as 
Robert Wood Johnson’s Pioneering Ideas Organizational Fellowship. Smith is also a 
governing body member representing EFOD and CIP with Justice Funder’s Just Transitions 
Integrated Capital Fund which seeks to challenge philanthropy a way in which they can 
transfer endowed assets to historically and intentionally divested from communities and 
people by transferring wealth to community controlled, community rooted organizations 
through non-extractive 0% loans and reparative funding models via grants and direct 
reparative giving. She is also a delegate member and alumni of OC360 (Opportunity 
Collaboration) which is a collaboration of global network leaders that focus on creating 
sustainable solutions rooted in dignity and health to combat poverty and inequality. Smith 
and her husband Ernest, a Civil Rights Attorney, love, live and work in their community in 
Northeast Central Durham. They are the proud parents of five adult children (3 girls, 1 son 
and 1 son in law), four of whom are rooted in the community, and their Shepherd mix Charli 
and their Corgi grand-dog, Oswald.  
 
Karen Emmons is a professor of Social and Behavioral Science at the Harvard T.H. Chan 
School of Public Health. She has expertise in cancer disparities and in implementation 
science. Her work focuses on community-engaged approaches to implementation of 
cancer prevention and early detection interventions in settings that serve low income and 
disadvantaged communities. She has more than 375 peer-reviewed publications and has 
served as PI for multiple NIH-funded research projects and centers.  She also serves as 
Faculty Director of the Community Engagement Program for Harvard’s Clinical 
Translational Science Award, Harvard Catalyst, which focuses on advancing evidence-
based strategies to improve community health and creating bi-directional relationships 
between community partners and researchers. She serves as the MPI of Harvard Chan’s 
T32 training grant in cancer prevention and control and has received multiple mentoring 
awards.  Her research has also been recognized by honors including the Morse 
Distinguished Researcher Award, Outstanding Senior Cancer Scientist Award from the 
Society of Behavioral Medicine, and Outstanding Scientist Award from the Society of 
Behavioral Medicine. She is Past-President of the Society of Behavioral Medicine, and a 
member of the National Academy of Medicine, the National Cancer Advisory Board, and 
the Community Preventive Services Task Force.  
 
Monica Valdes Lupi joined the Kresge Foundation as the Managing Director for Health in 
September 2020. With over 25 years of experience in public health, she spearheads 
initiatives to create equity-focused health systems. Monica collaborates with various 
teams within Kresge to promote equity and partners with communities to enhance well-
being through equitable food policy development, climate justice, leadership 
development, and community safety. Previously, Monica was a Senior Fellow at the de 
Beaumont Foundation, where she advised on policy initiatives addressing critical public 
health issues, including tobacco control, racial justice, and health equity. She also served 
as a Senior Advisor to the CDC Foundation during the COVID-19 pandemic, guiding efforts 
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to identify and support gaps in local health departments' responses and recovery 
activities. Prior to these roles, Monica was the Executive Director of the Boston Public 
Health Commission, overseeing a portfolio that included the city's Emergency Medical 
Services, school-based health centers, and other essential public health services. She 
served as the Deputy Commissioner for the Massachusetts Department of Public Health, 
managing day-to-day operations across public health hospitals and various regulatory 
bodies. Additionally, she was the first Chief Program Officer for Health Systems 
Transformation at the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO), where 
she led efforts on health equity, Medicaid and public health partnerships, state health 
policy, and public health informatics. She holds a JD from the Dickinson School of Law, an 
MPH from the Boston University School of Public Health, and a BA from Bryn Mawr College. 
 
 
 
 


