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What is Equity?

WHAT IS EQUITY?

§ The guarantee of fair treatment, access, opportunity, and advancement 
while at the same time striving to identify and eliminate barriers that have 
prevented the full participation of some groups.

§ The principle of equity acknowledges that there are historically 
underserved and underrepresented populations.



What is Equity?

WHAT IS EQUITY?

§ Equity involves trying to understand and give people what they need to 
enjoy full, healthy lives.

§ Equity is the presence of justice and fairness within the procedures, 
processes, and distribution of resources by institutions or systems.

§ Facing equity issues requires an understanding of the underlying or root 
causes of inequalities and oppression within our society.



What is Racial Equity?

WHAT IS EQUITY?

§ Transforming the behaviors, 
institutions and systems that 
disproportionately harm people of 
color

§ Increasing access to power, 
redistributing and providing 
additional resources, and eliminating 
barriers 

§ Encouraging racial equity is not about 
excluding other marginalized groups



“It’s behavioral. It’s all about 
the choices we make.”
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Downstream versus Upstream Thinking

WHAT IS EQUITY?



Racial Equity Implications

WHAT IS EQUITY?

Race Place Health



“History doesn’t say 
goodbye. History says see 

you later.”
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What is the response?

WHAT IS EQUITY?

§ There is a plethora of 
federal, state, regional, and 
local initiatives, plans, 
programs, policies, and 
research aimed at 
understanding and 
increasing Black mobility.



What are the challenges?

WHAT IS EQUITY?

§ Ahistorical and apolitical

§ Discriminatory law enforcement

§ Tangible organization 
commitments

§ Unconscious bias & 
criminalization of Blackness

§ Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
(DEI)

§ Political Determinants of Health



DEFINITION:
“Arrested mobility is the assertion that Black 

people [and other minorities] have been 
historically and presently denied by legal and 

illegal authority, the inalienable right to move, to 
be moved, or to simply exist in public space. This 
results in adverse social, political, economic, and 
health effects that are widespread, preventable, 

and intergenerational.”—Charles T. Brown, MPA, CPD, LCI, 2020



Arrested Mobility

WHAT IS EQUITY?



Policy/Planning

Polity

Police



Is there evidence to support 
Arrested Mobility across the 

different modes of 
transportation?
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Ahmaud Arbery Trayvon Martin Mike Brown



Arrested Mobility: Walking and Running

WHAT IS ARRESTED MOBILITY?

§ 55% of tickets were issued to Black individuals even though only 29% of 
the total population identify as Black

§ Blacks were 3X more likely to receive a ticket than Whites

§ Residents of the city’s 3 poorest zip codes were about 6X as likely to 
receive a pedestrian citation





Arrested Mobility: Recreational or Utilitarian Cycling

WHAT IS ARRESTED MOBILITY?

§ Between 2003 and 2015, Tampa police issued over 10,000 bike tickets

§ 79% of them were issued to Blacks

§ In Oakland, CA, 60% of all bicycle stops included Black cyclists

§ In Chicago, twice as many bike citations are written in majority Black 
neighborhoods than in majority White or Latino neighborhoods

§ 321 bike tickets were issued in Austin, a low-income, majority Black 
community, whereas only 5 were issued in Lincoln Park, a wealthy, 
majority White community.



What are the impacts?

WHAT IS ARRESTED MOBILITY?

§ Blacks are 54% less likely to be 
physically active than Whites 
regardless of neighborhood or 
individual income levels (poor vs. 
non-poor).

§ Areas with larger Black populations 
tend to have lower rates of upward 
mobility.

§ Blacks consistently have less access to 
important resources and opportunities 
like healthcare, supermarkets, 
education, and jobs.



Recent Research on Arrested 
Mobility

Let’s enjoy today.



What are the facts?

WHAT IS ARRESTED MOBILITY?

§ Nearly one in five Black households lacks 
access to a car—three times the rate of White 
households. 

§ Substantially less likely to get around by 
walking and biking than White people. 

§ More likely to face poor infrastructure, police 
stops and tickets, and injury and death while 
traveling than their White peers.

§ More than half of the country’s most dangerous 
roads for pedestrians are in predominantly 
Black or Latino neighborhoods.



What criteria did we use?

WHAT IS ARRESTED MOBILITY?

§ Research shows discriminatory or inequitable 
enforcement

§ Ongoing advocacy efforts that speak to the 
discriminatory enforcement of policies

§ Highly subjective and confusing laws and 
policies

§ Laws that are almost impossible to enforce 
equitably

§ Absence of evidence, or inconclusive evidence, 
that policies improve safety outcomes



Walking: What did we find?
WHAT IS ARRESTED MOBILITY?



Walking: What did we find?
WHAT IS ARRESTED MOBILITY?



Cycling: What did we find?
WHAT IS ARRESTED MOBILITY?



Cycling: What did we find?
WHAT IS ARRESTED MOBILITY?



Recommendations: What did we suggest?



What about TRB?

WHAT IS ARRESTED MOBILITY?

§ Dedicated Research Agenda: Create a research agenda specifically on Arrested Mobility

§ Interdisciplinary Research Collaboration: Consider cross-Committee research collaboration

§ Data Collection and Analysis: Assist/support the development of standardized 
methodologies for analyzing data re: Arrested Mobility

§ Workshops and Conferences: Organize special sessions on Arrested Mobility

§ Policy Analysis: Encourage research that evaluates the effectiveness of transportation policies 
and regulations

§ Policy Dashboard: Support the development of an Arrested Mobility Dashboard, scorecard, 
or annual report such as the Dangerous by Design Report by Smart Growth America

§ University Support: Support the inclusion of the Arrested Mobility support in University 
curriculums



Proud Moment: Congratulations Dr. Tony C. Price, Jr.

WHAT IS ARRESTED MOBILITY?



Thank You! Let’s enjoy today.


