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“Traffic accidents constitute one of the greatest, perhaps the greatest, of the nation's public health problems.“

-John F. Kennedy, speaking during the 1960 presidential campaign

Moynihan DP,  et al: Report of the Secretary's Advisory Committee on Traffic Safety. U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, DC, 1968.
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What is the role of public health in transportation?
 -Senator Gary Peters

• In public health, it means we 
take a holistic and proactive 
approach to prevent and reduce 
the likelihood of injury or a 
negative health outcome. 
- Dr. Laura Sandt
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Before TRB formed AME 
70, AME 70 was making 
connections between 
health and transportation.
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Transportation agencies influence health outcomes 
across the lifespan
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Communicable Disease Center (U.S.) (1946). The structure and scope of the Communicable Disease Center. 1946(4). 
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8(U.S. Centers for Disease Control, CDC, Public Health Image Library ID# 1304)



“In this diversity of specialized pursuits which has thus 
been made possible, we now recognize public health 
engineering as an essential calling, the prime object 
of which is to control the factors of the physical 
environment as they especially affect the health and 
welfare of aggregates of people, whether in small 
groups, or in cities, states or special areas, or in the 
nation as a whole.”
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11https://www.nhtsa.gov/about-nhtsa/past-nhtsa-administrators

https://www.nhtsa.gov/about-nhtsa/past-nhtsa-administrators
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Human beings

Energy Environment

Injuries
Interventions
• Change speed limits

Interventions
• Vehicle design

Interventions
• 3 point seat belts 
 (PPE)
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Dr. Haddon’s public health approach and insight led to 
motor vehicle safety being named one of 10 Great 
Public Health Achievements of the 20th Century by 
CDC…but transportation influences health in many 
other ways.

Koppaka, R. (2011). Ten great public health achievements--United States, 2001-2010. 14



15Earle B. Phelps “PUBLIC HEALTH ENGINEERING”, American Journal of Public Health 21, no. 11 (November 1, 1931): pp. 1264-1268.



Ahmad FB, Cisewski JA, Xu J, Anderson RN. Provisional Mortality Data — United States, 2022. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep 2023;72:488–492. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm7218a3. 16



Michael Noetel et al. BMJ 2024;384:bmj-2023-075847

The effect of walking is comparable 
to that of pharmaceuticals in 

treating depression.

Transportation can improve people’s lives
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Physical activity is one of the best things to improve 
people’s health today, tomorrow, and ten years from 
now. 



Kacie L. Dragan Sherry A. Glied “Major Traffic Safety Reform and Road Traffic Injuries Among Low-Income New York Residents, 2009–2021”, American Journal of Public Health 114, no. 6 (June 1, 2024): pp. 
633-641.https://doi.org/10.2105/AJPH.2024.307617 

Medicaid spending was $90 
million less than expected 

after Vision Zero was 
implemented in New York.

Transportation policy is health policy
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“But don't miss the point that two centuries of advances finally paid off in the recent decades. Public health
accumulates. It took 180 years to eradicate smallpox after a vaccine became available. It will take 45 years to 
eradicate polio. But we are getting better and faster at using our tools and injury control has already paid off 
in its first years and will continue to get better.”

-Bill Foege, former Director of CDC, credited with devising the strategy to eradicate smallpox

Foege, W. (1996). Closing remarks from the Haddon Memorial Plenary Session. Injury prevention, 2(3), 175.



For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY:  1-888-232-6348    cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official 
position of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Thank you.
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