Canal Zone Biological Area
1922-1947

The Canal Zone Biological Area (CZBA) was a research facility on Barro Colorado Island in Panama that studied tropical
biology and the flora and fauna of tropical America. The CZBA was originally established by Congress in 1923 as the
Barro Colorado Island Laboratory and was created to administer Barro Colorado Island in Gatun Lake, Panama and other
tropical areas which may be designated as permanent primeval sites for biological and other research. Board members
came from the National Academy of Sciences, Smithsonian Institution, U.S. Secretaries of War, Interior, and Agriculture,
Harvard University, and the U.S. National Museum. In 1946, administration was transferred to the Smithsonian
Institution and renamed the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute (STRI).

The collection is about 1.5 linear feet. The Smithsonian’s collection on the Canal Zone Biological Area can be found here.
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https://siarchives.si.edu/history/historic-pictures-smithsonian/smithsonian-tropical-research-institute
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e Committees
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