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Copyright © 2023 National Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved. 
Unless otherwise indicated, all materials on these pages are copyrighted by the National Academy of 
Sciences. All rights reserved. No part of these pages, either text or image may be used for any purpose 
other than personal use. Therefore, reproduction, modification, storage in a retrieval system or 
retransmission, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical or otherwise, for reasons other 
than personal use, is strictly prohibited without prior written permission. 

"The National Academies" or "the Academies" refers collectively to the National Academy of Sciences, 
National Academy of Engineering, and National Academy of Medicine. 

General inquiries should be directed to accelnet@nas.edu. 

Messages posted to this website are not private. If you post a message, anyone with access to the 
message area can read it, and your e-mail address becomes available to anyone who browses or uses 
the message area. Please keep in mind that the Academies cannot control who sends you e-mail as a 
result of postings to this service. 

  

mailto:useaccelnet@nas.edu
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Terms of Use 
   

Application 
The PEER2PEER Website is owned and administered by the National Academy of Sciences, a private, 
nonprofit corporation chartered by an act of Congress, and the organizations formed under its 
congressional charter, the National Academy of Engineering, National Academy of Medicine, and 
National Research Council are collectively referred to herein as the National Academies of Sciences, 
Engineering, and Medicine or as “the National Academies.” The PEER2PEER Website is hosted by 
Hivebrite, Inc. The National Academy of Sciences, a private, nonprofit corporation chartered by an act of 
Congress, and the organizations formed under its congressional charter, the National Academy of 
Engineering, National Academy of Medicine, and National Research Council are collectively referred to 
herein as the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine or as “the National 
Academies.” The terms of use specified herein apply to this Website and all Web pages included therein. 

Acceptance of Terms of Use 

By using this Website, you signify your agreement to all terms, conditions, and notices contained or 
referenced herein. If you do not agree to these terms of use, you may not use this Website. We reserve 
the right, at our sole discretion, to update or revise these terms of use. Please check this page 
periodically for changes. Your continued use of this site following the posting of any changes to the 
terms of use constitutes acceptance of those changes.  

Use of Third-Party Services  
The National Academies may use third-party services to better engage with our visitors or to collect data 
by means of forms, surveys, subscriptions, or other online data-entry mechanisms. This includes any 
terms of service or privacy policies of the hosting service Hivebrite that may apply.  We are not 
responsible for the terms of service or privacy policies of any third-party service providers.  

User's Grant of Nonexclusive License 
By providing data in response to this Website, or otherwise participating in or using any communications 
service, chat session, webcast, message board, user forum, personalized area, or other interactive 
activity on this Website (content), you: 

• grant the National Academies a nonexclusive irrevocable worldwide license in any media now or 
hereafter known to use, reproduce, display, perform, adapt, modify, distribute, have 
distributed, and promote the content in any form, anywhere and for any purpose; and  

• warrant and represent that you own or otherwise control all of the rights to the content and 
that public posting or other use of the content by the National Academies will not infringe or 
violate the property or other rights of any third party. 

Rules of User Conduct 
You agree to abide by all procedures and requirements of the National Academies, including, but not 
limited to, agreeing not to use this website for any unlawful purpose. By posting information, 
participating in, listening to, or otherwise using any communications service, chat session, webcast, 
message board, user forum, personalized area, or other interactive service that may be available to you 
on or through this website, you agree that you will not upload, post, or otherwise distribute or facilitate 
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distribution of any content, including text, communications, software, images, sounds, data, or other 
information, that: 

• infringes on any patent, trademark, trade secret, copyright, right of publicity, or other property 
right of any party; 

• constitutes unauthorized or unsolicited advertising, junk or bulk e-mail ("spamming"), chain 
letters, any other form of unauthorized solicitation, or any form of lottery or gambling; 

• contains software viruses or any other computer code, files, or programs that are designed or 
intended to disrupt, damage, or limit the functioning of any software, hardware, or 
telecommunications equipment, or to damage or obtain unauthorized access to any data or 
other information of any third party; 

• is unlawful, threatening, abusive, harassing, defamatory, libelous, deceptive, fraudulent, 
invasive of another's privacy, tortious, contains explicit or graphic descriptions or accounts of 
sexual acts, or otherwise violates the Academies' rules or policies; 

• victimizes, harasses, degrades, or intimidates an individual or group of individuals on the basis of 
religion, gender, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, age, or disability; or 

• impersonates any person or entity. 

The National Academies do not routinely pre-screen, monitor, or edit the content posted by users of 
chat sessions, message boards, news groups, webcasts, or other interactive services that may be 
available on or through this website. However, the National Academies may, in their sole discretion, 
perform such screening, editing, or monitoring and remove any content that, in the National Academies' 
judgment, does not comply with the terms of use or is otherwise harmful, objectionable, or inaccurate. 
The National Academies are not responsible for any failure or delay in removing such content.  

  

Tapings or Transcripts of Public Meetings 

Webcasts, audio/video recordings, or transcripts of open meetings or sessions, workshops, symposia, or 
public data-gathering meetings sponsored by the Academies, which are made available on this website, 
are not official reports of the Academies. Opinions and statements included in such audio or video 
recordings, transcripts, or webcasts of such events are solely those of the individual persons or 
participants, and are not necessarily adopted or endorsed or verified as accurate by the Academies.  

  

Disclaimer of Warranties 

There is no guarantee that any transmission of data over the Internet is completely secure. The National 
Academies cannot ensure or warrant the security of any information you transmit to us. Any such 
transmission is done at your own risk.  
 
ALL MATERIALS, INFORMATION, SOFTWARE, PRODUCTS, AND SERVICES INCLUDED IN OR AVAILABLE 
THROUGH THIS WEBSITE (THE "CONTENT") ARE PROVIDED "AS IS" AND "AS AVAILABLE" FOR YOUR USE. 
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THE CONTENT IS PROVIDED WITHOUT WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, 
INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A 
PARTICULAR PURPOSE, OR NON-INFRINGEMENT. YOUR USE OF THIS SITE IS SOLELY AT YOUR RISK. TO 
THE FULLEST EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW, THE NATIONAL ACADEMIES SHALL NOT BE LIABLE FOR ANY 
DIRECT, INDIRECT, PUNITIVE, INCIDENTAL, SPECIAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES THAT RESULT FROM 
THE USE OF, OR INABILITY TO USE, THIS SITE.  

  

Indemnification 

Upon a request by the National Academies, you agree to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the 
National Academies and their employees, officers, council members, and agents from all liabilities, 
claims, and expenses, including attorney's fees, that arise from your use or misuse of this website. The 
National Academies reserve the right, at their own expense, to assume the exclusive defense and 
control of any matter otherwise subject to indemnification by you, in which event you will cooperate 
with the National Academies in asserting any available defenses.  

  

International Use 
The National Academies make no representation that materials on this website are appropriate or 
available for use in locations outside the United States, and accessing them from nations or territories 
where their contents are illegal is prohibited. Persons who access this website from outside the United 
States are solely responsible for compliance with all applicable laws. 

  

Choice of Law and Forum 
These terms of use shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the District of 
Columbia, excluding its conflicts of law rules. 

  

Severability and Integration  

Unless otherwise specified herein, this agreement constitutes the entire agreement between you and 
the National Academies with respect to this website and supersedes all prior or contemporaneous 
communications and proposals (whether oral, written, or electronic) between you and the National 
Academies with respect to this website. 
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Privacy Statement 
 

About Our Website 

The PEER2PEER Website is owned and administered by the National Academy of Sciences, a private, 
nonprofit corporation chartered by an act of Congress, and the organizations formed under its 
congressional charter, the National Academy of Engineering, National Academy of Medicine, and 
National Research Council are collectively referred to herein as the National Academies of Sciences, 
Engineering, and Medicine or as “the National Academies.” The PEER2PEER Website is hosted by 
Hivebrite, Inc.  The privacy statement specified herein applies to the PEER2PEER Website, including all 
pages therein.   

 

Information Collected and Stored Automatically 

On behalf of the National Academies, Hivebrite records the following information automatically for all 
website visitors; the IP address from which you access the Internet, the date and time, the Internet 
address of the website from which you linked directly to this site, the name of the file or the words you 
searched, and the browser used to access this site. 

Some public areas of this site use customized JavaScript code to record this same information in a 
statistics log. 

Hivebrite may share this information with the National Academies in order to for the National 
Academies to measure the number of visitors to the various sections of this site and identify system 
performance or problem areas. The National Academies may also use this information to help us expand 
the coverage of this websites and to make this website more useful. 

 

Cookies 

A cookie is a piece of data stored on the user's hard drive containing information useful for the user's 
Web interactions. The Academies do not use cookies to store personal data or link non-personal 
information stored in cookies with personal data about specific individuals. The Academies use cookies 
primarily to provide general Web analytics. Some optional or customizable features of our website 
require that the user's browser accept a cookie. The cookie information does not include personal data 
such as name, age, phone number, email address, or mailing address.  

 

Information You Submit to Create an Account, on Message Boards and Other Public Areas 

By creating an account, the information you provide will be used to create a Member Profile and that 
information will be included in a Member Directory that will be visible to all other logged in users.  In 
addition, information submitted to public message boards and other public interactive Web pages of 
this website is available to the general public. The National Academies does not control the sending or 
receiving of email messages as a result of postings to our websites. 
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Sharing Personal Data with Third Parties 

In order to create an account, we may ask for contact information such as name, address, and email 
address. We may store this information and may use it to contact you. Your participation and the 
provision of such information are entirely voluntary. 

The use or disclosure by the Academies of such information you provide is not shared with third parties 
except as provided below. You will be able to opt out of communications from our partners. 

The Academies may share personal data that is disclosed on or in response to a subscription Web page 
with its consultants or affiliates for internal business purposes and may also disclose personal data if 
such data is required by law. 

 

Use of Third-Party Services 

In addition to the services of Hivebrite, the National Academies may use third-party services to better 
engage with our visitors or to collect data by means of forms, surveys, subscriptions, or other online 
data entry mechanisms. The National Academies are not responsible for the terms of service or privacy 
policies of any third-party service providers.  Information you provide through these third-party services 
may be shared with the National Academies.  Any information shared will be treated by the National 
Academies as if you have provided it to directly via this Website as described in the Sharing Personal 
Data with Third Parties section above. 

 

Technical Feedback 

The National Academies may request technical information regarding the operation and functioning of 
this Website from users through surveys. Survey participation is completely voluntary and the user has a 
choice whether to disclose any information. Information requested may include contact information 
(such as name and email address) and demographic information (such as zip code and age). Technical 
feedback received is used to respond to the user's question or comment and to improve our websites. 
Personally identifiable data submitted by the user for this purpose is not used for other purposes. 

 

For Parents and Guardians 

This Website is not intended for use by children.  This Website does not address anyone under the age 
of 13. Hivebrite and the National Academies do not knowingly collect personally identifiable information 
from anyone under the age of 13. If You are a parent or guardian and You are aware that Your child has 
provided this Website with personal data, please contact accelnet@nas.edu. If the National Academies 
become aware that anyone under the age of 13 has provided personal data to the Website without 
verification of parental consent, the National Academies take steps to remove that information from the 
Website and request deletion of any such data from Hivebrite’s servers. 

mailto:accelnet@nas.edu
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The National Academies do not monitor public areas of this website for use by minors, and minors and 
parents should use caution when participating in such activities. 

 

Links 

This Website may contain links to other websites. The National Academies are not responsible for the 
privacy practices of such other websites. Websites maintained by third parties may collect information 
and use it in a way inconsistent with this privacy statement. We encourage our users to be aware when 
they leave this Websites and to read carefully the privacy statements of each website they visit. 

 

Changes to this Statement 

The National Academies reserve the right to change this privacy statement at any time. The National 
Academies will use data in accordance with the privacy statement under which any data has been 
collected. Questions should be directed to accelnet@nas.edu. 

  

mailto:accelnet@nas.edu


9 
 

Digital Millennium Copyright Act Policy  
 

Introduction 

This policy is intended to implement the procedures described in the Title II of the Digital Millennium 
Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C. Section 512 (DMCA) for the reporting of alleged copyright infringement. It is the 
policy of the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) to respect the legitimate rights of copyrights owners, 
their agents and representatives. Users of this website are required to respect the legal protections 
provided by applicable copyright law.  

 

Designated Agent 

Notification of alleged infringement should be sent to our designated agent. Upon receipt of notification 
of claimed infringement, we will follow the procedures outlined on this page and in the DCMA. 
Complaints made to our designated agent will be communicated to the appropriate personnel.  

 

Complaint Notice Procedures for Copyright Owners 

A notice of alleged copyright infringement to the designated agent must include the following. 

An electronic or physical signature of the copyright owner or a person authorized to act on behalf of the 
owner of an exclusive right that is allegedly infringed. 

Identification of the copyrighted work claimed to have been infringed, or if multiple copyrighted works 
at a single online site are covered by a single notice, a representative list of such works at that site. 

Identification of the material that is claimed to be infringing or to be the subject of infringing activity and 
that is to be removed or access to which is to be disabled, and information reasonably sufficient to 
permit the Academies to locate the material. 

Information reasonably sufficient to permit NAS to contact the complaining party, such as an address, 
telephone number, and, if available, an electronic mail address at which the complaining party may be 
contacted. 

A statement that the complaining party has a good faith belief that use of the material in the matter 
complained of is not authorized by the copyright owner, its agent, or the law. 

A statement that the information in the notice is accurate, and under penalty of perjury, that the 
complaining party is authorized to act on behalf of the owner of an exclusive right that is allegedly 
infringed. 

Failure to include all of the above information may result in a delay of the processing or the DCMA 
notification.  

 

Notice and Takedown Procedure 
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It is expected that all users of this website will comply with applicable copyright laws. However, if NAS is 
notified of claimed copyright infringement, or otherwise becomes aware of facts and circumstances 
from which infringement is apparent, we will respond expeditiously by removing, or disabling access to, 
the material that is claimed to be infringing or to be the subject of infringing activity. NAS will comply 
with the appropriate provisions of the DMCA in the event a counter notification is received by our 
designated agent.  

 

Repeat Infringers 

Under appropriate circumstances, NAS may, in our discretion, terminate authorization of users this 
website who are repeat infringers.  

 

Accommodation of Standard Technical Measures 

It is NAS policy to accommodate and not interfere with standard technical measures we determine are 
reasonable under the circumstances, in other words, technical measures that are used by copyright 
owners to identify or protect copyrighted works. 
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