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- Latif Nasser – Radiolab 

Connecting the data to real life:

It's a much harder sell to tell people, we have too much of this thing 
that's going to hurt you, as opposed to, we have not enough of this 
thing, so take care of it.

A majority of adults in the 
U.S. already know that
Climate Change is 
Real

Most understand 
humans are the cause



% of Americans who think climate change is affecting…

Extreme Heat: 64% Hurricanes: 58% Flooding: 58%
Wildfires: 63%
Drought: 61%

Sea Level Rise: 58%
Water Shortages: 55% 

Other beliefs: 

Attribution maps currently unpublished/in-prep by YPCCC
**PRELIMINARY**



● Helps connect the dots between extreme weather and climate change
● Can answer change in likelihood/frequency
● Can answer change in intensity/severity
● Done with speed & clarity
● For the public, “good & timely” holds immense value
● …more value than “perfect but late”

Extreme Event Attribution



Extreme Event Attribution Tools

• Daily
• Global
• Answers the 

“why” now, 
ahead, 
immediate 
after extreme 
events





csi.climatecentral.org/ocean Hurricane Helene

“Covering these [unnatural] disasters feels like the same 
story every time. We write about disaster coming, the 
disaster happening, and then the aftermath…”





csi.climatecentral.org/ocean Hurricane Helene

Climate Change’s Influence:
• Rainfall events as severe as those brought by hurricane Helene 
now occur about once every 7 (3 – 25) years in the coastal 
region, and about once every 70 (20 – 3000) years in the inland 
region.

• The rainfall was about 10% heavier due to climate change, and 
equivalently the rainfall totals over the 2-day and 3-day maxima 
were made about 40% and 70% more likely by climate change.

• If the world continues to burn fossil fuels, causing global 
warming to reach 2 °C above pre-industrial levels, devastating 
rainfall events in both regions will become another 15-25 % 
more likely.



csi.climatecentral.org/ocean Hurricane Helene

Climate Change’s Influence:
• The number of such storms can now be expected once every 
53 years on average, up from every 130 years), and equivalently 
that the maximum wind speeds of similar storms are now about 
~14mph (around 11%) more intense.

• Together, these findings show that climate change is 
enhancing conditions conducive to the most powerful 
hurricanes like Helene, with more intense rainfall totals 
and wind speeds.







KML for CSI

● Ability to localize the view to your specific area
● Greater customization (outlet branding for media)
● Greatly reduces daily prep/installation time 
● More dynamic and aesthetically fluid 

Integrate the data into your GIS system →

climatecentral.org/csi-kml



Cory Kowitz | Tucson, AZ



https://www.climatecentral.org/climate-shift-index-alert



The human fingerprint on extreme weather 
Attribution Science

Makes the abstract of climate change more tangible
Personalizes Climate Change: Connects a global issue to local impacts

Increases Understanding: Connects the causation to people’s lives

Motivates Action: Provides information for informed decision making & risk  understanding

Builds confidence: for weather communicator’s climate reporting

csi.climatecentral.org
csi.climatecentral.org/ocean
www.worldweatherattribution.org/

especially where the climate connection wouldn’t have been made without it



swinkley@climatecentral.orgAppreciate y’all.

● CSI Map: csi.climatecentral.org
● CSI-KML Access: climatecentral.org/csi-kml
● Realtime Climate Alerts: 

climatecentral.org/realtime-climate
● Climate Matters: 
     climatecentral.org/climate-matters
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