
VA Suicide Risk Identification Strategy 
(Risk ID)



This presentation is based on work supported, in part, by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, but does not necessarily represent the views of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs or the United States Government.

Disclaimer



VA Suicide Risk Identification Strategy (Risk ID)
VA Suicide Risk Identification Strategy (Risk ID) is a national, standardized 
process for suicide risk screening and evaluation, using high-quality, 
evidence-based tools and practices

Risk ID ensures fidelity to best practices for suicide risk screening and 
evaluation across the healthcare system

Risk ID outlines a clear process for:
WHO should be screened and/or evaluated, 
WHEN screening and/or evaluation should occur,
HOW screening and/or evaluation should be conducted and 
documented
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Risk ID: Three Types of Requirements

1. Universal Screening Requirement - The Annual Suicide Risk 
Screen Reminder is satisfied by appropriate staff, at a 
Veteran's encounter, when it is due. 

2. Setting Specific Requirements – Specific clinical settings 
have additional screening and evaluation requirements  

3. When clinically indicated - When a new behavioral health 
concern is evident, Risk ID screening is indicated. 
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Risk ID: Two-Stage Process 
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SCREEN: To detect who may be 
at risk for suicide and is need of 
further evaluation

EVALUATE: To inform clinical 
impressions about acute and 
chronic risk and associated 
disposition 

*A positive C-SSRS requires the timely completion of the Comprehensive Suicide Risk Evaluation (CSRE).

In ambulatory care settings, timely = same day as the positive C-SSRS
In inpatient, residential and ED/UCC settings, timely = within 24 hours of the positive C-SSRS



Risk ID: Minimum Requirements by Setting 
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VA Risk ID Resources and Technical Support

Additional Trainings
Printable screening laminates available!
Dashboards
TA Support Email address: VHAECHRiskIDSupport@va.gov
TA calls
Distribution lists
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Risk assessment 

Lethal means safety counseling 

Conceptualization of suicide risk 

Best practices for documentation 

Strategies for how to engage 
Veterans at high risk 

Provider support after a suicide lo  
(Postvention)

www.mirecc.va.gov/visn19/consult 

Free consultation and resources for 
any provider in the community or VA 
who serves Veterans at risk for 
suicide.

Request a consult: 
srmconsult@va.gov 
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