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3

Incidence of 
COVID-19

Hospitalization 
in COVID-19

Mortality in 
COVID-19

Examining the Drivers Identifying Strategies

Enhancing Race/Ethnicity 
Data Collection

Expanding Access to Heath 
Care

Innovate Testing, Tracing, 
and Treatment

Eliminate Discrimination

Invest in Community & 
Social Services

Risk Factors
(e.g. diabetes, hypertension, obesity, social risk)

Access to Care
(e.g., insurance, testing, treatment,)

Missed Care
(e.g., preventive care)

Post-COVID Era
(e.g., social determinants of health)

@UREssienUtibe R. Essien, MD, MPH



4

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Chicago, March 25, 1966

“Of all the forms of inequality, 
injustice in health care is the 

most shocking and inhumane.”
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Here’s why African Americans are dying 
from the coronavirus at a startingly 
higher rate in Missouri and Illinois 
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CDC, Dec. 2021

COVID-19 Hospitalizations by Race/Ethnicity
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APM Research 
Lab, March 2021

Age-Adjusted COVID-19 Mortality by 
Race/Ethnicity
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Wang et al., JAMA. 2020; CDC. 2019
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Blacks & Hispanics 
more likely to work in:
• Home health care
• Nursing homes
• Public transportation
• Food services
• Construction

McCormick JAMA. 2020; 
Figueroa. Health Affairs. 2020
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Kaiser Fam Found. 2018

Uninsured Rate in the U.S.
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5. Elevate Community and Social Service Investment
4. Eliminate Racism & Discrimination

3. Equitable Testing and Treatment (Pharmacoequity)
2. Expand Access to Health Care
1. Enhance Race/Ethnicity Data Collection

Strategies to Achieve Structural Racism in COVID-19

=
21
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