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Mobility & Generations: Foundations 



What does it mean for immigrant groups? 

• Differences between immigrant generations
• 1st = immigrants
• 2nd = children of immigrants
• 3rd = grandchildren of immigrants
• Etc.

• This lens of inter-generational analysis MUST be central to study of  
mobility



Where does this lens come from?

• Assimilation theories

• Study of late-19th, early 20th, century S. & E. European immigrants
• Large and compressed wave

• 80+ years of scholarship showed generational changes in:
• Education
• Income
• Residential patterns
• Intermarriage
• Identity



Mobility & Generations: Changed Landscape 







Source: 2019 ACS 5-year Estimates



What framework do we need? 

Source: Telles & Ortiz 2008: 68



Challenges to immigrant-generation analysis



Data challenges

• Lack of large gov’t surveys that track immigrant generations

• Exception:
• Current Population Survey – Parent place of birth

• Limited: geographic, smaller groups, unique 3rd gen (”3rd+ gen”)

• Lack of large non-gov’t surveys



Intellectual challenges

• “race” vs. “immigration” scholarship: a false distinction

• Homogenization/essentialization of ethnoracial groups

• assimilation/integration/incorporation: unfashionable ideas



Then immigrant-generation analysis imperative



The “new 3rd generation” is here

• 1990s-early 2000s: studies of adolescent and early adult 2nd

generation
• Waters 1999; Portes & Rumbaut 2001; Kazinitz et al. 2008; Lee and Zhou 

2015; Bean, Brown & Bachmeier 2015

• Where are they now? 

• How are their 3rd generation children doing? 



Source: Jiménez, Park, & Pedroza 2018



The Opportunity



Study the aging 2nd generation and their 3rd-
generation children…

• Shift in attention to generational differences

• Concerted effort to track distinct post-1965 immigrant generations
• Track down 2nd generation respondents from existing datasets



Questions/Comments

• tjimenez@stanford.edu



Extra slides
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