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Trajectory of Research on
Racial Inequities in Social Mobility

The field: where we were and where we are

Measuring racism & its
.. effects on social mobility
Conceptualizing

racism as a
‘Behavioral driver of racial
economic & inequalities

’ human capital
Biological &  explanations

cultural (limited utility)

deficit

approaches Limitations of traditional approaches
Docugenting (discredited)
racial inequities * Essentializing racial inequalities

* Victim blaming
* Biased estimates

* Incomplete understanding



Trajectory of Research on
Racial Inequities in Social Mobility

The field: where we are going

‘ Measuring racism & its

.. effects on social mobility
Conceptualizing

racism as a
Behavioral driver of racial
economic & inequalities
human capital
Biological &  explanations
cultural (limited utility)
deficit
_ approaches Benefits of measuring racism & it’s effects
Doglpenting (discredited)

. :
racial inequities Answer new guestions

* Employ sound scientific research designs

* Build a knowledge base to inform
Adapted from Hardeman et al. 2021 efficacious racial equity solutions



Research Priorities and Data Needs
for Studying Mobility by Race

Utl | ize Utilize core tenets of race theory to guide measurement approaches
Develop novel, theory-driven measures of structural racism (SR
Develop P Y (5R)
M 3 p Map SR to understand the spatial distribution of discriminatory contexts
: Estimate the impact of SR on racialized social mobility processes
Estimate P yP
BUlld Build a publicly-available data infrastructure on contextual measures of racism

to catalyze research on differential mobility processes



What is Structural Racism?

e Distinct from individual-level discrimination
 Complex, de facto phenomenon
* Contemporary SR is often “hidden” or not directly observed

* |Insufficient progress on measurement has hindered our ability to quantify
the consequences of structural racism



What is Structural Racism?

RETHINKING RACISM:
TOWARD A STRUCTURAL INTERPRETATION*

O

Eduardo Bonilla-Silva
The University of Michigan

The study of race and ethnic conflict historically has been hampered by in-
adequate and simplistic theories. I contend that the central problem of the
various approaches to the study of racial phenomena is their lack of a struc-
tural theory of racism. I review traditional approaches and alternative ap-
proaches to the study of racism, and discuss their limitations. Following the

leads suggested by some of the alternative frguigua Gl el
racialized social systems.

tural theory of racism based on the notion ¢
The Race Discrimination

System
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cumulative advantage/disadvantage, racial disparities, racial inequality,

“Racism iof structuring
opportunityarmd=assigning value
based on the social interpretation
of how one looks (which is what
we call “race”), that unfairly
disadvantage some individuals and
communities, unfairly advantages
other individuals and
communities, and saps the
strength of the whole society
through the waste of human

resources”.
Camara Phyllis Jones (2002)



What is Structural Racism?

Systematic racial exclusion from power, resources, opportunities and well-being

Tenets of Theories of Structural Racism o

Multifaceted
ultifacete Economic ™
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Interconnected / I'"
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Brown & Homan (under review)



Limitations of Prior Research

Measurement Error, Biased Estimates and a Limited
Understanding of the role so SR due to:

— Investigating a single observed indicator of SR

— Examining several indicators of SR separately, potentially masking
interrelationships and the effects of SR

— Disproportionate focus on SR at the meso level (neighborhoods & counties),
largely ignoring macro-level SR



Measures of Structural Racism

State-level measures from prior studies

Domain Measures Data Source

Judicial Ratio (B:W) of incarceration Vera Institute of Justice
Blacks' disproportionate level of disenfranchisement The Sentencing Project

Educational =~ Ratio (W:B) of proportion with a bachelor's degree = IPUMS CPS (authors' calculation)

Economic Ratio (B:W) of unemployed rate IPUMS CPS (authors' calculation)
Ratio (B:W) of poverty rate [PUMS CPS (authors' calculation)
Ratio (W:B) of proportion who are homeowners [PUMS CPS (authors' calculation)

Political Ratio (W:B) of proportion who voted in 2008 U.S. Census
Level of Black's political underrepresentation National Conference on State Legislatures
in state legislatures

Segregation  State-level dissimilarity Index (Black-White) of National Strategic Planning & Analysis
residential segregation Research Center

Homan et al. 2021; Lichter et al. 2015; Lukachko et al. 2014; Mesic et al. 2018; Wallace et al. 2017



Proot of Concept:
A Theory-Informed Empirical Measure of SR

Structural
Racism

SR indicators reflect an underlying latent construct

CFA measurement model fits well
* Chi-Sq non-sig

* Negative BIC pov hmo | | emp col vte pol dis inc seg
* RMSEA=.08 1 T I T 1 I 1 T
e TLI=.93; CFI=.96 8, 5, 8 8, 8 8¢ 5, 8 8,

* Omega Total= .89 A @/

Brown & Homan (under review)



Geography of Structural Racism (Latent Scale)

ME

VT NH

.. States are racializing
OH 7 . c
.... institutional actors
VA MD DE
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WV
e | Substantial variation in SR
A S across U.S. states

Quartile 1 (Lowest)
Quartile 2

l Quartile 3 TX FL
Quartile 4 (Highest)
NA

Source: Brown & Homan (under review); Homan, Brown and King (2021)



Criterion-Related Validity of Latent SR Measure

Relationship between SR Exposure & Health, by Race
HBlcis B whites
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Source: Brown & Homan (under review)



Innovative Measures to Capture
Multidimensional Aspects of Racism

To what extent are there distinct typologies of Latent classes of structural racism
structural racism in the U.S., and how might
they impact racialized social mobility?
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Racialized Legal & Policy Contexts

Developing a Database of Structural
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Measures of Cultural/ldeological Anti-Blackness

To understand how social mobility is
shaped by cultural/ideological

N-word searches (per capita)

ME

racism, scholars can utilize novel o o 8o
contextual measures, including: on i w o n w [l EEE R
CA UT CO NE n.. VA [MD
. ] AZ NM KS AR .n-
i RaC|a| anlmus Quarl?le1(Lowest) n...m
* Hate speech H oo sy 1

NA

e Racial attitudes
e Explicit and implicit biases

Examples of data sources: ANES, Gallup
Analytics, GSS, IAT, Pew Research Center,
search engines, websites.

Sources: SPLC; Stephens-Davidowitz 2014



Measures of Historical Racial Oppression

Enslaved Population, 1860
How is contemporary social mobility directly and

indirectly affected by historical racism?
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Measures of Structural Intersectional Injustice

Structural Racism
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Advancing Social Mobility Research

To advance research on racialized social mobility processes
and provide a knowledge base to inform efficacious racial
equity solutions, we must:

* Incorporate novel new measures of structural racism

* Build a publicly-available data infrastructure on contextual measures of
structural racism to catalyze research on differential mobility processes
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